Sierra Leone
Trust Fund with the accruing interest utilized for conservation related activities, for long-term financial support and independence of protected areas, from increased budgetary allocations, private sector businesses, and fees and royalties from the potential exploitation of biodiversity and bilateral donors: Analyze the legal aspects of trust funds including its management, disbursement and use by institutional partners.
National Environment Fund

According to the Environmental Protection Policy and Act, 2000, the National Environment Fund makes finance more accessible to local actors. The fund makes available resources to local authorities, and NGO’s to carryout environmental management, promote research and encourage local environmental initiatives. The Director of Environment manages and controls the fund and is accountable to the minister. The Director of Environment after receiving proposals for a local support initiative will forward it to the Board for screening and approval. Funds will then be apportioned from the National Environment Fund for the implementation of the support initiative. The Director of Environment is the National Focal Point for the implementation of the convention to combat desertification. He/she is autonomous in terms of decisionmaking as to how to use resources obtained from the government budget or monies from the National Environment Fund as spelt out in the Environment Protection Act 2000. The Director (NFP) can take independent decision in respect of implementing the National Environment Action Plan. 
The Forestry Department through the Forestry Act of 1988 is mandated to effectively manage and rationalize the utilization of the country’s forest resources. The policy objective is to ensure that our forests are managed and protected based on forest management principles. There is also a Reforestation Fund into which fees are paid. The proceeds of this fund are used to finance national reforestation schemes, which have largely contributed to increasing the land area under forests. Also, Protected areas including the Gola forests, Western Area semi-deciduous closed forest and Kangari hills have been delineated. 
Creating National Trust Fund based on donations and voluntary contribution will help co-finance local initiatives of relevance to the implementation of UNCCD and inter-linking initiatives relevance to UNFCC and UNCBD.
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