Thailand

Fund for promotion of energy conservation

Through the Thailand Research Fund, several research projects to refine local emission factors for rice have been conducted. Development of database and the application of geographical information system to enhance the estimation of emissions have also been promoted.

Despite the government commitment to energy conservation, energy efficiency investments in the commercial and industrial sector have been limited. To help address deficiency in the regulatory approach to efficiency investment and remove some implementation bottlenecks, DEDP has proposed that a portion of Energy Conservation Fund be allocated to help initiate and leverage commercial financing to support efficiency investments in private sector. This can be achieved through leveraging commercial financing or private sector delivery mechanisms such as ESCOs (Energy Service Companies). Including such instruments can help ensure the sustainability of energy efficiency improvement. 

In Thailand, NGOs that are registered with the Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment are eligible for financial support from the Environment Fund to pursue development activities. The Royal Thai government has continuously encouraged NGOs to apply for support from the Fund to carry out natural resource and environmental development projects and activities. Although there are more than 200 NGOs working in the field of natural resources and environment, only about one-half of them have been registered. These NGOs are actively coordinating with local communities and related government agencies in promoting sustainable development.

Thailand has consistently emphasized energy conservation and implemented various measures following the Energy Conservation Promotion Act, 1992. Implementation of energy conservation has been divided into three phases: Phase I (1995-1999), Phase II (2000-2004), and Phase III (2005-2011). Implementation of the first two phases was funded by the Energy Conservation Promotion Fund to the amount of 23.8 billion Baht or more than US$730 million. Under these two phases, electricity consumption was reduced by 883 megawatts, alternative energy for electricity was developed by more than 5.4 billion Gwh per year and for fuels by 430 million litres of crude oil equivalent per year. It was estimated that energy valued at more than 20 billion Baht was conserved during the period.

Thailand Environmental Fund
� UNFCCC report





