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5.9. Financial Resources for Biodiversity Conservation

The financial means allocated by the state budget of Turkmenistan to the Ministry of Nature Protection form the essential basis for tackling regional and inter-state ecological problems. In 2000 environmental protection expenditure totalled 95,711.6 million manats (over 18.4 million USD), of which investments made up 53,906.9 million manats (over 10.4 million USD). 

In Turkmenistan there is a special Nature Protection Fund, which is compiled from various payments for waste and disposal, fines, fees for expertise and other services. The fund is allocated for environment protection purposes by agreement of the Cabinet of Ministers and the Ministry of Finance.

The major factor influencing investments into nature protection is the existence of legislation, regulations and rules. The “polluter pays” principle is implemented by means of charging for standard levels of waste and disposal, and penalty sanctions for exceeding these.

In spite of the money the state spends on biodiversity conservation, there is a need to attract additional resources. During recent years extra finance has come from international organisations (UNDP, UNEP, World Bank and others) within the framework of joint ecological projects, which concern the problems of biodiversity conservation to different extents.

The Nature Protection Fund of Turkmenistan was founded by the Presidential Decree of 15/04/ 1996 to solve the problems of financing environmental protection during the transitional period to a market economy. This Fund is a state establishment and is part of the State Budget of Turkmenistan for financing measures on nature protection, renewal of nature resources, rehabilitation of the environment, mitigation of ecological consequences of accidents and disasters, and compensation of damage caused. The main shareholders of the Fund are the Ministry of Nature Protection and the State Fishery Committee; both have their subaccounts. The Fund is financed from non-budget income but is under the control of the Ministry of Economy and Finance.
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