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2 - Economic value (2002)

2.1 - Food value:

This relates to animal and vegetable resources either wild or domestic.

Wild vegetable resources: 

Tubules, roots, fruits, flowers and leaves of certain wild plants that enter the national food chain. 

Cultivated vegetable resources:

Plant cultivation is quite similar in all four regions of Guinea.  The socio-economic importance to the culture of the areas depends on eating habits, climatic conditions and the commercial value of market products.  

The following cultivated plants retain an important role: 

Cereal: (rice maze, flour, sorghum, millet).  

Tuberous plants: (manioc, potato, yam, taro)

Fruits: (mango, banana, oranges, mandarins and lemons) 

Legumes: (lettuce, tomato, onion, gombo).  

Export plants: (coffee beans, cocoa, tea).  

Plant oils: (palm and coconut oil).  

Wild animal resources:

There are many species of wild animals in Guinea that can be used for food supply.  These animals are captured by hunting and snaring.  The hunting and consumption of animals is common, along with a number of birds.  Hunting and fishing plays an important role in providing protein foods for the population.  

Domestic animal resources: 

Domestic animals play an important role not only as a meat supply but in traditional ceremonies, rituals, initiation and religious events.  

The census of cattle was 1,130,029 cows in 1987 and 2,000,187 506 in 1995 which represents a 94% rate of increase.  Similarly, sheep, goats and pigs increased at 77%, 94% and 148% over the same period.  Officials estimates put these species at 6 million in 1987 and 7 million in 1995.  The direct meat production from all these species is estimated at 33,599 tons of meat representing 58% of national demand.  Milk production is estimated at 56,438 tons and egg production at 1,659 tons.  

Adding together these general products for annual 1996, with total income in 1989 of FG 206,478,000 to FG 29,876,000, this represents a growth of 31.8%.  

2.2 Wood products value: 

It is difficult to evaluate the revenue from the commercialization of wood products in the Guinea area, as information and statistics are difficult to obtain.  Nevertheless, wood and forest products contribute greatly to the national economy.  

2.3 Valuation of energy sources: 

Wood and charcoal products represent 90 percent of all energy consumption for sources of energy.  Wood for home heating use will remain the sole product for quite a while yet.  Small enterprises still use wood and charcoal for fish-smoking, baking, soap manufacturing and brick making.  

2.4 The value of medicinal products: 

Vegetable (plant) and animal products are used extensively for medicinal purposes in Guinea.  

- Plants 

Certain plants are used specifically as medicinal products (roots, leaves, bark, flowers) and are greatly appreciated.  More than 1200 plant species of are used traditionally to treat diseases and for health.  

- Animals 

Many animal species have healing value and are used in traditional treatment (meat, hide, bones, teeth, claws, hair, organs, fat, milk and blood).  

2.5 Value of ornamental use (exportation): 

It is difficult to estimate the value of products exported, as it is largely a local market that contributes to the management and use of green areas.  

2.6 Use by artisans: 

Artisans of Guinea make great use of the biological diversity and it produces a substantial income.  Plant and animal products are used in many trades: sculpture, shoe making, tanning, furniture, carpentry, etc. 

2.7 The value of eco–tourism: 

The biological diversity of Guinea possesses much natural beauty.  The variety is immense: Parks, forests, natural aquariums, gardens, rare animal species, mountains and cliffs, caves, waterfalls, spas, lakes and beaches.  The beauty of the landscape attracts and encourages tourism.  A well-organized tourist trade would bring more resources and revenues than just hunting and fishing in a few regions.  This would also increase the chance of a higher yield per hectare of agricultural development.  

Not only would tourism use and benefit local natural resources, it would diversify the local economy by increasing demand for other products through use of the rural resources through all the services of hotels, restaurants, transportation, use of guides and craftsman.  It would not only stimulate the local revenues, but it would provide a valuable education in the importance of conservation and the local ecosystems.  

3. - Cultural values: 

Certain traditional cultures contribute to maintain the health and well-being of ecosystem diversity.  A number of plants and animals supply sociological, cultural and religious value.  In Guinea, the coconut is used in social functions and cultural ceremonies, reunions, and nuptual ceremonies.  Also, some plants and certain animals are considered sacred. 

� Guinea (2002). National strategy and action Plan for biological diversity, volume 1: national strategy for conservation regarding biological diversity and the sustainable use of these resources, Ministry of Mines Geology and the Environment, UNDP/GEF, January 2002 , 64 pp.





