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2.9 Resource economy and environmental accounting

OBJECTIVE 2.9: To assess the economic, social and environmental contribution of business developments and create a national accounting system integrating all three components.

In order to achieve sustainable development, changes need to be made to the national accounting sector. It must, in short, adopt measures which strive for a gradual reduction in the overvaluing of macroeconomic results, such as GDP for example, through the omission of environmental costs.

2010 goals:

· Identification and testing of cost and environmental benefit assessment methods for business developments and adoption of those which have shown to be practical from the point of view of the type of information produced and minimisation of costs.

· Development of a coordinated system of compiling, processing and exchanging information between state, private and other institutions.

· Establishment of a satellite national accounting system for environments1 accounting.

· Creation of incentives so that the private sector and other economic actors adopt appropriate techniques for exploiting natural resources and investing in their added value.

· Formulation of a legal instrument to govern the production of information, making it available to the relevant entities and drawing up of satellite accounts - environmental accounting.

· Adoption of tariff and non-tariff barriers that inhibit/limit the importing of invasive species and GMOs.

· International trade agreements in goods and services influenced by national priorities.

Mozambique
 (2009)

Medicinal use is of great importance, since it accounts for more than 70% of basic health care in Africa (World Conservation Monitoring Centre, 1992). Mozambique possesses many plant species diversity with medicinal importance, locally playing a key role for rural sub-urban people. They provide basic health care for more than 60% of the population. In Mozambique up to 10% of the total plant species have been identified as utilized in traditional medicine (Bandeira et al. 2001). These plant species are used for an array of diseases, ranging from simple or complex pathogens complications to psychological and mental illnesses. Nearly all diseases have traditional treatment in Mozambique, except illnesses requiring major surgical intervention. Major diseases with traditional intervention in Mozambique include: diarrhoea, malaria, respiratory complaints, hypertension, malnutrition/anaemia, parasitic infections, sexual complaints etc. (Barbosa, 1995; Bandeira et al., 2001). Traditional medicine also plays a role in slowing opportunistic infections related to AIDS.

Non-medicinal uses of plants include wood for house building, furniture and handcrafting. Wood is classified into 4 main categories: precious wood, normally used for crafting (e.g.: Berchemia zeyheri, Dalbergia melanoxylon, Diospyrus kirkii, Ekebergia capensis, etc); first class wood, which produces high quality wood, largely used for furniture and also much exported (e.g.: Afzelia quanzensis, Millethia sthulmanii, Pterocarpus angolensis); second class wood (e.g. Brachystegia spp., Trichilia emetica, Newtonia hildebrandtii); third class wood (e.g. Acacia nigrescences, Celtis africana, Sideroxylon inerme), and fourth class wood (e.g. Tamarindus indica, Acacia spp., Fernandoa magnifica).

In 2005, the economic value of insect pollinators per crop category was for tree nuts 11936152.8 USD (great dependence), for oil crops 4789000 USD (modest dependence) and fruits 135600 USD, pulse 369600 USD (both little dependence); amounting to a total of 17.547 152, 80 USD in Mozambique.
	Priority activity
	Level of implementation
	Facilities
	gaps/obstacles found

	Valuation of natural resources, evaluation of the costs related to utilization of natural capital and incorporation of the costs and benefices into national accounts.
	- Some resources valuation studies were carried out in the country.

- National Statistics Institute in coordination with MICOA are designing a proposal to introduce some environmental issues into National Accounts.
	- Website of Agriculture and Forest Engineering Faculty (UEM) has posted some resource valuation studies carried out by the institution.
	- Deficient information sharing among institutions

- Lack of information systematization specially statistic data.

	Promotion and valuation of the role of research into information production and decision making processes about natural resources utilization.
	- Increase in the number of institutions capable of carrying out biodiversity studies.

- Establishment of Ecological and Environmental Research Network (RIEAM)
	Establishment of the three Sustainable Development Centers and the Marine and Coastal Research Center in Pemba.
	- The decisions regarding natural resources utilization are mainly made without taking in account the results of the research studies; the only time research results and scientific information are used is when there is conflicts and controversy .

- Lack of investments for research many times result in political decision making

	Community management of natural resources and valuation of traditional knowledge (intellectual property)
	- Approval of Traditional Medicine Policy (2004) which protects and promotes the traditional knowledge of local communities.

- Establishment of marine sanctuaries in Quirimbas National Park managed by fishmen communities; these sanctuaries help the recovering of the fisheries stock.

- Establishment of several natural resources community managed projects such as: Madjedjane, Gala.

Limpopo, Mecula etc.

- Community managed wildlife ranches in Mahel, Txuma Tchato and Chimpage
	- Environmental law (Law no 20/97) which promotes the participation of local communities in processes of formulation of natural resources management, and conservation areas management policies and laws.

- Establishment of Ethnobotany Research Center in Namaacha

- Establishment of Madjedjane community Research Center (IUCN/UEM/Madjedjane community)
	


� Mozambique (2003). Strategy and Action Plan for the Conservation of Biological Diversity in Mozambique, Sustainable Development through Conservation of Biodiversity 2003 -2010, Approved at the 18th Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers of 22nd July 2003, 41 pp.


� Mozambique (2009). Fourth National Report, Ministry for the Coordination of Environmental Affairs, Maputo, June 2009, 95 pp.





