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OUTCOME 1.1

The value of biodiversity to the economy and to people’s lives is quantified and monitored to inform policy, strategy and action

ACTIVITY 1.1.1

Conduct a periodic countrywide total economic valuation of biodiversity, with an emphasis on goods and services that draws linkages between biodiversity, the economy and poverty alleviation

This valuation and assessment should provide estimates of the economic value of all the benefits people get from biodiversity, in order to help decision-makers understand the cost of losing biodiversity and the impact this will have on the economy. This should include the value of ecosystem services (such as water, pollination) and the contribution that industries based on biodiversity (such as fishing, hunting, ranching, ecotourism and nature-based recreation) make to the economy, including jobs created. The valuation should highlight the costs of conserving biodiversity, including opportunity costs, as well as the costs of NOT conserving biodiversity, for example, removing coastal dune vegetation or draining wetlands could lead to more severe flood damage and increase the costs of disaster management. The costs of dealing with threats such as climate change, invasive alien species and GMOs should be quantified.

ACTIVITY 1.1.2

Determine periodically, at the local and regional scale, the use values of biological resources to people at a household level, and identify opportunities to encourage the sustainable management of biological resources and ecosystems

In order to make appropriate decisions about the way biodiversity and land in general is used, it is necessary to know how species and ecosystems are being used and find ways to increase the benefits, while at the same time managing the use of resources more effectively. Biodiversity contributes to people’s livelihoods in many ways and it is important that this can continue into the future.

ACTIVITY 1.1.3

Package and sell the economic case for the importance of biodiversity, tailored to key decision-makers 

The values determined by research need to be communicated to all decision-makers and applied to policies, strategies and actions to achieve sustainable development. Decisionmakers in all organs of state and all spheres of government, and leaders in all sectors, must see the links between their mandates and biodiversity and identify ways of integrating biodiversity considerations into social, economic and development programs. It is important that the links between biodiversity, ecosystem services and security are stressed.

ACTIVITY 1.1.4

Reflect biodiversity values in national macro-economic indicators in order to monitor changes in natural capital

The critical importance of maintaining our stock of natural capital and the role this plays in sustainable development should be emphasised. The economic valuation of biodiversity will demonstrate the importance of biodiversity and provide data that can be applied to more integrated decisionmaking frameworks. Macro-economic indicators that go beyond the narrow Gross Domestic Product focus will assist policy- and decision-makers to monitor changes in natural capital.

South Africa
 (2009)

NBSAP 15‐year targets • South Africa fully and consistently meets international obligations regarding biodiversity in the context of national priorities

• Biodiversity values are fully integrated into the macro‐economy, informing policy, planning, budgeting and decision‐making processes at all levels and all sectors

Outcome 1.1

The value of biodiversity to the economy and to people’s lives is quantified and monitored to inform policy, strategy and action

Progress

• Exercises have been performed to estimate the value of ecosystem services, incorporating biodiversityrelated services, to the South African economy at a national scale

• Several local studies undertaken or are in progress – economic valuation of certain ecosystem services is taking place through bioregional programmes as well as for aquatic resources as part of the water resource classification process under the National Water Act

• Methodology for valuation studies improving with guidelines being developed

• Stats SA working on initiative to develop Natural Resource Accounts

Challenges on valuation identified by South Africa

· Valuation studies are not always taken into account in informing policy at provincial or national level

· Valuations are performed but are not necessarily considered in trade‐off decisions, for example water allocation

· Valuations need to be site specific rather than estimating “general” values

· Limited expertise for performing studies

· Limited monitoring of biodiversity values at provincial and local level, with resources for monitoring a constraint

· There are many examples of biodiversity contributing to livelihoods, but case studies are often not written up in easily accessible form and disseminated

· Some excellent studies and information is available – the challenge is to present these to politicians and decision‐makers at the national, provincial and local levels in support of a strong case for biodiversity
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