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3.3 Assessment of the value of biodiversity, in terms of conservation

The NEP states that “the country is in possession of significant natural resources and environmental values, the protection of which is also an economic interest”. However, assessment of the value of biodiversity is an unresolved problem and actually no assessments are to be found on the economic valuation of biodiversity or any of its elements. Proposals made for consideration of natural values in economic processes and development plans (e.g. liability for the use of nature, fee for its use) came unstuck because of the lack of appropriate assessment possibilities.

The legislation on Nature Conservation was initiated in 1975 (by the order No. 3/1975, OTvH), the so called ideal monetary value of protected species, ranging now from 10 to 2,500 USD (depending on the level of protection). The aim of these values was, and is, to help the administration and justice authorities when applying sanctions against illegal actions on, and violation of, law which bring about damage to that species. They are now also taken into consideration e.g. when carrying out EIAs. Certain local governments introduced similar valuation of individual trees within their area of jurisdiction.
� Hungary (1998). First National Report on the Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 1998, 81 pp.
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