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Relationship between BD, Health and HRs
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Healthy ecosystems 
support health and the 
enjoyment of human 

rights

A human rights–based 
approach ensures equity, 

participation and 
accountability in biodiversity 

and health actions

Healthy and empowered 
people are better able to 
protect and sustainably 

manage biodiversity
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HRs-Biodiversity-Health relationship under 

the CBD

Right to a clean 
healthy and 
sustainable 

environment
UN resolution 76/300

Global 
Action 
Plan

KMGBF ‘Framework should follow a human-
rights based approach, respecting, 
protecting, promoting and fulfilling 

human rights 
Acknowledges human right to a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment’

Framework acknowledges biodiversity 
and health interlinkages, 

The importance 
of human rights 

obligations
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The Global Action Plan 
on Biodiversity and Health 

A strategic framework to support countries and stakeholders in 
integrating biodiversity and health considerations into national 

policies, strategies, programmes, and accounts

Two sets of voluntary 
actions, implemented at 

various levels:

General & Sector-specific 
actions

The health of the 
environment and the health 

of all species are 
interconnected and 

interdependent;

No single actor can do this 
alone

BD loss contributes to health 
inequities, especially for 

people in vulnerable 
situations
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How human rights are considered 

in the GAP?

•  The GAP considers internationally recognized rights, including 

•  Right to health (1948);

•  Right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment (2022).

•  Acknowledging that BD underpins core determinants of health: clean water, food, 
medicines, and climate regulation;

•  recognizing  that IPLCS are often custodians of biodiversity and holders of critical 
traditional knowledge 

•Acknowledges the importance of FPIC, and indigenous practices in biodiversity and 
health-related interventions

•recognizing that biodiversity degradation disproportionately affects vulnerable people 
(women, children, IPLC, etc)  

•acknowledging the importance of intergenerational equity

Use a Human Rights–
Based Approach as a 

Foundation:

Link the Right to Health 
with Biodiversity 

Protection by:

Considers the Rights of 
indigenous peoples and 

local communities

Address Equity and 
Non-Discrimination:

The GAP
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Policy level

• Ex. ensure full and effective participation of youth, including through youth focal points to 
bridge the contributions and needs of young people and strengthen intergenerational equity

National coordination and stakeholder engagement

• Ex. mainstream holistic approaches (ie. One Health, whole-of-society, etc.) to ensure action 
from a diverse set of actors

Risk assessment

• Ex. calls for the integration of human rights and intergenerational equity considerations into 
biodiversity and health risk assessments to identify current and future needs

Knowledge generation, capacity building

• Ex. promote youth participation and knowledge exchange to support intergenerational 
transfer of information and experiences.

Intergenerational equity and the GAP
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What can we expect from 
implementation of the GAP?

A coordinated approach to address common drivers of biodiversity 
loss and poor heath outcomes

Co-benefits for biodiversity and health:

• Ex. Protection and sustainable use of biodiversity

• Ex. Reduced risk of communicable and non-communicable diseases

Support to the human right to a “clean, healthy, and sustainable 
environment” and the “right to health”

Improved opportunities for future generations through healthier 
ecosystems and communities 
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More information at 

https://www.cbd.int/health
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Thank you!

Secretariat of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity 

secretariat@cbd.int 
www.cbd.int
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