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History of OH



The OH Initiative



The OH Initiative



One Health High Level Expert 
Panel

OHHLEP



OH Definition

One Health is an integrated, unifying approach that aims to 
sustainably balance and optimize the health of people, animals 
and ecosystems.
It recognizes the health of humans, domestic and wild animals, 
plants, and the wider environment (including ecosystems) are 
closely linked and inter-dependent.
The approach mobilizes multiple sectors, disciplines and 
communities at varying levels of society to work together 
to foster well-being and tackle threats to health and 
ecosystems, while addressing the collective need for clean 
water, energy and air, safe and nutritious food, taking action on 
climate change, and contributing to sustainable development.



From silos to 
systems: a 

shared problem 
across health 
and ecology



Biodiversity as a 
determinant of 

health
• Regulation of infectious disease
• Provisioning services essential 

for health
• Nature’s contribution to mental 

health and wellbeing
• Buffering and regulating 

functions



Triple Planetary 
Crisis and health 



Climate 
Change



Pollution



AMR



Biodiversity loss



How to move forward and practical solutions:

Why Integration Is Still 
Difficult

• Different “languages” & 
theories of change

• Incompatible metrics & 
scales

• Data & methodological 
gaps

• Fragmented governance

Practical Solutions for 
Countries
• Use aligned conceptual 

frameworks

• Develop joint indicators

• Mainstream biodiversity into 
health surveillance

• Scale up nature-based solutions 
for health

• Mobilise joint financing
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