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THE CELEBRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

THEME:   “Mainstreaming Biodiversity; Sustaining People and their Livelihoods” 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

THE 2016 International Day for Biological Diversity will be celebrated globally on the 22nd of 

May 2016.  The 22nd of May is recognised as the date on which the global community came 

to a consensus and signed the Convention on Biological Diversity committing to conserve 

the earth’s planet, to use it sustainably and share equitably the benefits derived from it for 

human wellbeing.  

This year’s theme is fixed on drawing awareness globally on the need for all development 

sectors and stakeholders to integrate biodiversity as a priority in their activities in order to 

ensure a sustainable development.  It is important to highlight that the focus of the 

thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (COP 13) to be held in Cancun, Mexico from 4 to 17 December 2016 is closely 

linked to the theme of this year’s IDB.  COP 13 will focus on the mainstreaming of 

biodiversity within and across sectors, which  

In Cameroon, the celebration will spark dialogue for the celebration of the IDB as well as the 
preparation for COP 13. Specifically, in Cameroon, case study approaches will be used to 
promote dialogue with the youth and local communities in order to raise awareness on the 
value of biodiversity and highlight their role in mainstreaming biodiversity. 
Expected outcomes of this process will include the following: 
 

 Through partners working on the field, the public will be aware of major case studies 
on mainstreaming biodiversity. (Non timber forest products, benefit sharing from 
access to genetic resources, benefits from traditional medicine, ecotourism and 
indigenous people) 
 

 The youth will be largely informed on the value of biodiversity and mobilised for 
greater involvement in promoting mainstreaming 

 
The three major sites for launching the celebration include the following: 
 



The Mount Cameroon National Park (MCNP) created in 2009 and covers an estimated 
surface area of 58,178 hectares. One of the main objectives of its creation is to contribute to 
improved livelihood and the socioeconomic conditions of the surrounding populations. This 
mountain ecosystem is host to a large number of NTFPs, especially Prunus Africana with 
some best practices in access and benefit sharing.   
 
The Dja Reserve is in one of the largest dense forests with a transboundary landscape.  
Classified in 1987 as a Wold Heritage Site, the reserve covers a surface area of 526.000 ha.  
This area is Identified as a critical zone for the conservation of Central African biodiversity 
and as a result of its inaccessibility, its transitional climate, floristic diversity and borderline 
location, 90% of its area is still undisturbed and thus offers a high potential for ecotourism.  
 
The celebration which is expected to take a week will conclude with a meeting of the 

National Biodiversity Committee including the NBSAP Goal Leads and Target Heads.  The 

meeting will provide an opportunity to draw lessons from the regional celebrations and to 

commence preparations for COP 13.  Considering that the celebration of the IDB is an 

activity carried out in compliance with the commitments in Target 1, GOAL A and Target 18 

GOAL D of the NBSAP, the meeting will also focus on the development of tools for assessing 

and communicating on progress in achieving the NBSAP and the AICHI Global Biodiversity 

TARGETS. 

To be organised under the coordination of the Ministry of Environment, Protection of 

Nature and Sustainable Development (MINEPDED), the 2016 celebration will be largely 

supported by and carried out in partnership with the following: 

 GIZ – ProPFE working in the Southwest. East and Extreme North Regions 

 WWF working in the SouthWest and East Regions 

 IUCN working in the East Regions 

 National Civic Service Agency for Participation in Development. 

The celebration will take place from Monday 23rd May 2016 to the 27th May 2016 as 

scheduled in the attached program. 

 

 

 

https://www.cbd.int/idb/2016/default.shtml

