
Brief Report on Celebration of International Day for Biodiversity in India on 

22nd May 2017 

 

The celebration of the International Day for Biodiversity (IDB) is a unique opportunity 

to raise awareness of the importance of the biodiversity. The theme of the year 2017 was 

“Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism”. The event was celebrated with enthusiasm by 

several organizations all over the country. 

 

(i) National level event for celebration of IDB 2017 

 

The national level celebrations of IDB were organised by the Ministry of Environment, 

Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC) in coordination with the National Biodiversity 

Authority (NBA) and with support from Goa State Biodiversity Board in Kala Academy, Goa 

on 22nd May 2017.  Mr. Manohar Parrikar, Chief Minister of Goa was the Chief Guest on the 

occasion.  Senior officers from MoEFCC; Chief Secretary Goa; Principal Secretary, Forest and 

Environment, Goa; Chairperson, NBA; and  Deputy Country Director, UNDP participated in 

the event. Nearly 1000 participants including representatives from 12 provincial State 

Governments also attended the event. 

 

A two-minute silence was observed in the memory of Late Mr. Anil Madhav Dave, 

Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, who was to preside over this event, 

but who passed away suddenly on 18 May, 2017. 

 

During the event, Call for ‘India Biodiversity Awards 2018’, and NBA’s newsletter 

‘Biodiversity Matters’ were launched.  Also released were the publication on ‘India at 

Cancun and Beyond’, some other knowledge products and communication material.  The 

dignitaries presented awards to the winners of a photography contest organised as a pre-

event by NBA through Ministry’s support to celebrate India’s incredible biodiversity. 

 

A two-day exhibition and Green Haat were organised at the venue, which had stalls 

by participant provincial States, Botanical Survey of India, Zoological Survey of India, 

UNDP, GIZ, Goa Forest Department, NBA, Gujarat State Biodiversity Board etc. The 

exhibition and Green Haat were inaugurated by the Chief Minister, Goa. 

 

A seminar was conducted on the theme of “Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism”, in 

which distinguished speakers presented the best practices from seven states of the country. 

On the second day, i.e. on 23rd May, 2017, invited lectures on “Biodiversity Acts, Rules and 

Legal Framework for Biodiversity in India”, “Importance of documentation of Biodiversity 

(making PBRs) and “Roadmap ahead” in terms of Biodiversity, conservation and sustainable 

tourism were delivered by the guest speakers. The event ensured involvement of grass root 

functionaries in biodiversity conservation. The event was well received and presented best 

practices in eco-tourism.  



An exhibition was also organised in the premises of MoEFCC, New Delhi through 

National Museum of Natural History, which was inaugurated by the Minister for 

Environment, Forest & Climate Change.   

 

Glimpses of national level celebration of IDB in Goa 

 
                Venue of IDB celebration in Goa                Chief Guest inaugurating Green Haat 

 

 
                     Dignitaries at Green Haat                       Release of publications by dignitaries   



(ii) Celebration of IDB by State Biodiversity Boards 

 

A brief description of IDB celebration by State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs) in 
different federal States of the country is given below. 
 

Assam SBB conducted the drawing, painting, slogan writing and essay writing 
competitions for school children from 57 different Government schools, in which over 
3062 school children participated. The first issue of Assam SBB's biannual Newsletter 
titled "Amulya Jaibabaichitra" was released.  

 
Arunachal Pradesh SBB released the Peoples Biodiversity Registers of Koronu, 

Hunli and Kebali villages at Roing, Lower Dibang Valley District.  
 
Six farmers were felicitated, for conservation and maintenance of traditional crop 

varieties by Karnataka SBB. Brochures on Biodiversity Act and ABS were published in 
English and local language. Prizes and gift vouchers were distributed to the winners of 
Essay writing, Painting and poster competitions by Hon’ble Members Legislative 
Assembly and Mayor of Bengaluru. 

 
The Jammu & Kashmir SBB organized a state level programme, which was 

presided over by the State Minister of Forest, Ecology and Environment and had 3000 
participants including students. 

 
Meghalaya SBB conducted drawing, essay writing and quiz competition in all the 

eleven districts of the State, which was presided over by the former Minister of Forests & 
Environment and had more than 500 participants including students. 

 
Mizoram SBB organised biodiversity photography competition. The Peoples 

Biodiversity Register (PBR) was released and prizes were distributed during the event.  
 
Odisha SBB organized essay and painting competitions on the theme “Role of 

Tourisms in Conservation of Biodiversity” for school children, the winners and runners 
up which were awarded by the State Minister of Forest and Environment on IDB 
celebrations. A book entitled “Biodiversity of Odisha” and few posters published by 
Odisha Biodiversity Board were also released.  

 
Punjab SBB conducted a photo walk, exhibition, workshop and lecture on the 

theme. A cycle rally was also organized in Punjab University.  
 
Sikkim SBB conducted bird watching, awareness programmes on seed exhibition, 

drawing, painting competitions, plantation of indigenous species, cleanliness drive etc 
involving schools, NGOs and local knowledge holders. A radio programme was hosted 
by All India Radio-Gangtok in the state language on the theme of IDB. Local media were 
utilised to spread the message of IDB. SBB facilitated IDB celebration by the Biodiversity 
management Committees (BMCs) at the local level, by sharing publicity materials 
including Radio clips, videos on the theme and what’s app group created for the BMCs. 

 



A brochure on “Nalamalla poda” the Pride of Telangana and an album of Cattle 
fair -2016 were released by the Telangana SBB during IDB celebration. A video 
documentary on local Biodiversity Management Committee “Jeeva vaividhyam- Mana 
sampada- mana badyatha” was also launched by Telangana SBB.  
 

Tripura SBB organized a rally across the villages by the students and other 
attendees. A cleanup initiative was taken on the lines of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean 
India Mission) and a Sit & Draw competition along with open quiz was organized for 
school students.   

 
Uttar Pradesh SBB organized a conference on the theme of "Biodiversity and 

Sustainable Tourism”. Awareness stalls were put up for the public, and lectures were 
delivered on the theme in the technical sessions.  

 
Annual Biodiversity Awards were conferred to the best BMCs by West Bengal SBB 

an event to celebrate IDB.  

 

Glimpses of celebration from the States 

 
Celebration of IDB-2017 in Arunachal Pradesh 

 

  
Celebration of IDB-2017 in Odisha 

 



  
Celebration of IDB-2017 in Uttar Pradesh 

 

 
Celebration of IDB-2017 in Punjab 

 
 

 

Celebration in Jammu & Kashmir 

 

Regional and National Media Clips 

 

 
National Level Programme at Panaji, Goa 

 
 



 
 

                   Celebration in Arunachal Pradesh           Celebration in Jammu & Kashmir                                                        

 
Celebration in Punjab 

 

RELATED WEBLINKS ON IDB 2017 

 

1. NBA’s  national level programme 
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=162016 
http://www.merinews.com/article/india-celebrates-international-day-for-biodiversity-
national-celebrations-held-in-goa/15925142.shtml 

2. Gujarat 
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/gujarat-will-first-establish-biodiversity-parks-district-
level/ 
https://indiaeducationdiary.in/celebration-international-day-biological-diversity-
monday-22nd-may-2017-science-city/ 

3. Manipur: http://www.manipurtimes.com/manipur-observes-international-day-for-
biological-diversity/ 
http://e-pao.net/GP.asp?src=18..210517.may17 

4. Maharashtra 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/states-ignore-biodiversity-act-lose-rs-
30000-crore/articleshow/58779711.cms 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/forest-dept-urged-to-save-biodiversity-
effectively/articleshow/58796520.cms 

5. Odisha 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/odisha-biodiversity-board-
study-to-assess-biodiversity-of-sanctuaries/articleshow/58798379.cms 

6. Punjab 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=162016
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/gujarat-will-first-establish-biodiversity-parks-district-level/
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/gujarat-will-first-establish-biodiversity-parks-district-level/
http://www.manipurtimes.com/manipur-observes-international-day-for-biological-diversity/
http://www.manipurtimes.com/manipur-observes-international-day-for-biological-diversity/
http://e-pao.net/GP.asp?src=18..210517.may17
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/states-ignore-biodiversity-act-lose-rs-30000-crore/articleshow/58779711.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/states-ignore-biodiversity-act-lose-rs-30000-crore/articleshow/58779711.cms


http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/day-of-biological-diversity-
observed/410805.html 

7. Telangana 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-telangana/children-display-

concern-for-biodiversity/article18522142.ece 

 

 

 

 

(iii) Celebration of IDB in relevant organisations 

 

G. B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment and Sustainable 
Development  

G. B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment & Sustainable 
Development celebrated IBD at different locations of Indian Himalaya (i.e., in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, and Himachal Pradesh) so as to raise awareness about the 
important contribution of biodiversity in sustainable tourism for economic growth and as 
well as in conservation of nature. Various activities conducted at different locations 
included: (i) Brainstorming and group discussions on theme of the day by the invited 
experts and diverse stakeholders, (ii) Theme based competitions for school children (i.e., 
Declamation, Painting, and Essay and Poem writing), (iii) Educational lectures to the 
students on various aspects of biodiversity and sustainable tourism, and (iv) Exposure 
visits to Herbal Garden and Arboretum.  

A brainstorming session was inaugurated by Mr Hem Pande, Former Secretary to 
the Govt. of India. The brainstorming focussed on SWOT analysis (Strength, Weakness, 
Opportunity and Threat) w.r.t. Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism in Uttarakhand. An 
educational book was released on Birds of the 'Suryakunj' - Nature Interpretation Site of 
the Institute.  

 

 
Celebration of IDB in GBPNIHESD 

 
Indian Council of Forestry Research & Education (ICFRE) 
 

IDB 2017 was celebrated by different institutes of ICFRE on 22nd May 2017, by 
organizing Quiz, painting/drawing, exhibition and slogan writing competitions on the 
theme ‘Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism’.  A lecture on “Ecotourism: Among the 
Wild” and a ‘Nature Walk’ was also organized.  

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/day-of-biological-diversity-observed/410805.html
http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/day-of-biological-diversity-observed/410805.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-telangana/children-display-concern-for-biodiversity/article18522142.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-telangana/children-display-concern-for-biodiversity/article18522142.ece


 
C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre 
 

The CPR Environmental Education Centre organised awareness programme in the 
Nilgiris in Tamil Nadu, and in Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands for promoting 
sustainable tourism on May 22nd 2017. 
 
Centre for Environment Management and Degraded Ecosystem (CEMDE) 
 

This Centre of Excellence in collaboration with DDA Yamuna Biodiversity Park 
celebrated IDB on 22 May 2017, wherein the necessity to nurture the biodiversity for 
sustaining biosphere and the endurance of Homo sapiens on an evolutionary scale was 
highlighted. 

 
The Scientists and Nature Education Officers of the Yamuna Biodiversity Park 

took the participants for Nature walk along the trail that takes them to wetlands and 
different riparian ecosystems. 

 

 

 

Celebration of IDB in CEMDE 


