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SYSTEM OF IDENTIFY PRIORITY INVASIVE 
SPECIES IN VANUATU
Scoring of priority species is reflected on  the damages it has on  the countries Socio-
economy and the Ecosystem. A Table that was developed by Landcare Research 



STRATEGY IN-PLACE TO ADDRESS 
IAS IN VANUATU

 The National Invasive Species 
Strategy and Action Plan 
(NISSAP) serves as the primary 
action plan guiding the 
implementation of invasive 
species management activities in 
Vanuatu. It outlines national 
priorities, sets clear objectives, 
and provides a coordinated 
framework for stakeholders 
involved in the prevention, early 
detection, control, and 
eradication of invasive species. 
By aligning with broader 
biodiversity and environmental 
policies, the strategy ensures that 
efforts to address invasive 
species are systematic, well-
coordinated, and contribute to 
the long-term protection of the 
country's ecosystems, native 
biodiversity, and livelihoods.



NATIONAL LEGISLATION 
I. THE ANIMAL IMPORTATION AND 

QUARANTINE ACT NO. 7 OF 
1988

II. ANIMAL IMPORTATION AND 
QUARANTINE REGULATION 

ORDER NO.14 OF 1994
III. PLANT PROTECTION ACT NO.14 

OF 1997
IV. PLANT PROTECTION (CONTROL 

OF QUARANTINE PEST) ORDER 
NO.20 OF 1999

V. PLANT PROTECTION ORDER 
NO.11 OF 2021 – Restriction of 

Movement of Agriculture 
Goods in Port Vila and Control 
of Movement of Vessels in Port 

Vila
VI. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AND CONSERVATION ACT NO. 
12 OF 2016

VII. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 

NO.175 OF 2011 
VIII. FISHERIES ACT No.10 of 2014

IX. FORESTRY ACT No. 31 of 2019
X. PORTS (AMENDMENT) ACT 

No.18 of 2021

UNDER DEVELOPMENT 
I. BIOSECURITY BILL 2014 (DRAFT)

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AND  
AGREEMENT

I. CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY

II. CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON 
BIOSAFTY 

III. CONVENTION ON 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 

ENDANGERED SPECIES  (CITES)
IV. NTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

FOR THE CONTROL AND 
MANAGEMENT OF SHIPS’ 

BALLAST WATER AND 
SEDIMENTS



CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH IAS 
MANAGEMENT  

The implementation of invasive species management in Vanuatu faces several 
challenges. 

(i) Limited financial and human resources often hinder the capacity of island 
nations to carry out consistent and large-scale management activities.

(ii) Geographic isolation and the scattered nature of islands make coordination, 
monitoring, and response efforts logistically difficult and expensive. 

(iii) Additionally, there is often a lack of public awareness and community 
engagement, which is crucial for early detection and effective control.

(iv) Institutional gaps, overlapping mandates among agencies, and limited 
access to technical expertise further complicate the implementation process. 

(v) Climate change also Intensify these challenges by altering ecosystems and 
potentially increasing the spread and impact of invasive species.



What would you need to implement T6 
of the Kunming Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework?

 Technical and Financial Support: Vanuatu along with other PICs lack the resources to 
manage invasive species effectively. Funding mechanisms and technical assistance 
are essential for capacity building, implementing eradication and control programs, 
and supporting community-led initiatives.

 Access to Scientific Data and Tools: Regional and global databases, risk analysis 
tools, and early warning systems would help PICs identify, assess, and prioritize 
invasive species threats.

 Capacity Building and Training: There is a strong need for specialized training in 
biosecurity, rapid response, monitoring, and restoration to build local expertise and 
institutional capacity.

 Mainstreaming Invasive Species Management: The CBD can help promote the 
integration of IAS strategies into broader national biodiversity plans, sustainable 
development goals, and climate adaptation frameworks.


