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About MERRY PROJECT



01 OUTLINE

Smile is a universal Communication.

25 Countries ／ 30,000 Merry Smiles

MERRY PROJECT is a communication-art project to spread the wave of 

"MERRY" under the theme of "Smile is a universal communication".

"What is MERRY for you?"

We asked this simple question to people all over the world and collected 

over 30,000 smiles and messages from them.

We believe each person that participates in MERRY minds and cares for 

the Earth in their smiles, and their messages will link to each other across 

global borders.

MERRY PROJECT



01 OUTLINE

MERRY FOREST PROJECT
A partnership of UN Decade of Biodiversity 2011-2020

MERRY COP10

MERRY COP10   22-23.9.2010

MERRY FOREST PROJECT   1.11.2006

October 2010, COP10 was held in Nagoya 

JAPAN. MERRY PROJECT participated in 

COP10 as a partner, and opened the Merry 

Umbrellas at the site for COP10 to send out 

a message "Biodiversity for a child. The 

smile of a child is hope for the future."

This project “MERRY COP10” connected to 

a partnership of "UN Decade of Biodiver-

sity  2011-2020"

UN Decade for Biodiversity starts from 

2011. MERRY PROJECT takes an action as 

a partner of it. 2011 is International Year of 

Forests. We are going to have a project 

"MERRY FOREST PROJECT" to give 

children an environment to learn about the 

importance of Biodiversity through plant-

ing trees, and to spread out a message to 

the world "Biodiversity for a child. The 

smile of a child is hope for the future." 

through children's smiles. 

2010 国際生物多様性年



01 OUTLINE

Other Merry Project Exhibition

Merry 1999 Merry at Laforet 2000 Merry London-Life 2001 Merry in KOBE 2001, 2002

Merry in NEWYORK 2003 Merry in TOKYO 2003 MERRY EXPO BOOK EXHIBITION 2006 Merry Garden! 2008

Merry From World Merry in EXPO 2005

Merry from You and to the WorldCollectiong data around the world for Merry EXPO My Paper From Merry

Merry Umbrella ProjectMerry EXPO

Love Earth Space at Aichi Expo／3.25-9.25.2005

Merry EXPO was held under the theme "Wisdom of 
Nature" symbolizing "Love Earth Space" at the Aichi 
Expo. MERRY PROJECT collected about 20,000 smiles 
and messages from 25 countries. Various contents, 
which the Exposition association and official partners 
created together, were sent out by the media or internet 
to the world.

"To Love Earth Space from the world, To the world from 
Love Earth Space"
We make a communication using the latest technology. 
The message which was sent from the first exposition of 
the 21st century would be for its important meaning for 
the remembered future of the Earth and environment.

Osaka Flower EXPO 1990 Commemorative 
Park（Japan）／29 May 2010

Osaka EXPO  1970 Commemorative 
Park（Japan）／30 May 2010

Itsukushima Shinto Shrine in Hiroshima（Japan）
／23 Sep 2010

Banda Aceh（Indonesia）／8 Nov 2009 Shanghai EXPO（China）／4 May 2010 Shibuya Tokyo（Japan）／May 4 2010

【 History of Merry Umbrella Project 】

Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony／8 Aug 2008

Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony／8 Aug 2008

The Merry Umbrella Project is a Japanese project to send 
the message “Hope for our future” or “Hope for peace” 
through umbrellas with the smiling faces of children from 
around the world printed on them.
The project was created for the opening ceremony of the 
2008 Beijing Olympics; the following year, their smiles 
bloomed in Banda Ache after the devastation of the 
Tsunami in 2009. 
Next, their smiles brought a warm welcome to visitors of 
the Shanghai Expo in 2010, linking together our next desti-
nation at the Osaka Flower Park and the former 1970 Expo 
site in Osaka. 
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The Plan of MERRY FOREST PROJECT



02 PLAN

MERRY FOREST PROJECT
2011-2020 UN Decade for Biodiversity

“Biodiveresity for the smile of a child.
   The smile of a child is hope for the future”

“The Green Wave”22 May 2011 
Montreal, CANADA

Oct 2011
Shanghai, CHINA

Oct 2011
Brussels, BELGIUM

Oct 2011
Hnnover, GERMANY

THE PURPOSE:
・To have all of people in the world to get 
  a means to keep the Biodiversity by 2020.
・To promote CBD to the world through child's smile.

To involve many children or youth 
into the action of Biodiversity 
to learn how important and 
how wonderful it is through the internet.

OUR MISSION: June 2011
New York, USA

20 November 2011
Aichi JAPAN

5 May 2011 
Aichi JAPAN

November 2011 
Osaka JAPAN

October 2011
Melbourne AUSTRALIA



02 PLAN

1 Plant trees

【Outline of the project】

3 Put them on the website

4 Open the Merry Umbrellas

2 Take a photograph

with local children around the world.

Aim to make better world educating children care of the environ-

ment through planting trees.

of children's smiling faces and collect their merry messages 

coming from the project.

of CBD or MERRY PROJECT, and also put local biodiversity infor-

mations on it to provide an environment for study of Biodiversity in 

the earth. 

Sending children’s smiles and messages equals giving children a 

opportunity to speak to the world with their Merry Smile and Merry 

Message, it would be a power to make the world to be one.

which children’s smiling faces on it, and send out a positive visual 

message "Biodiversity for a child. The smile of a child is hope for 

the future” to the world, using the media or internet. 
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The actual achievement of MERRY PROJECT



03 ACHIEVEMENTS

08:08 August 8th 2008, 2008 of children's smile printed on umbrellas were opened,

 then the big hall was filled with hopeful smiles. The view made a deep impression on the world.

Beijing Olympic Opening Ceremony　　August 8th 2008

Asahi Shinbun／August 9th Japan Times／August 9th Website of Chinese Olympic Commission
／August 9th

Letter from the director of the opening
ceremony／July 20th

The official websiteof Beijing Olympic／August 9th



03 ACHIEVEMENTS

November 8th 2009, Opened one hundred of smile umbrellas around a boat washed up on 5 km away from sea by Tsunami.

The umbrellas were opened at fifth ceremony held in memory December 26th as well by local people.

Merry Umbrella Project in Banda Aceh, Indonesia　　Nov 8th, Dec 26th 2009

The Washington Post／Nov 8th REUTERS／Nov 8th CNN／Dec 26th Mainichi Shinbun（Japanese paper）／Dec 26th Jyonetsutairiku（Japanese documentary TV show）／Jan 10 2009



03 ACHIEVEMENTS

MERRY COP10 was held on Oct 22nd and 23rd with the message “Biodiversity for the children’s smiles, The smile of child is a hope for our future”.

We opened over 100 of children’s smile umbrellas at some places.

MERRY COP10　　Oct 22-23 2010



03 ACHIEVEMENTS

MERRY COP10　　22-23 Oct 2010

GOOD NEWS JAPAN (Web)　12.10.2010Nikkei Shinbun (Jaoanese Paper)　24.10.2010Yomiuri Shinbun (Jaoanese Paper)　24.10.2010 COP10 officail film  11.10.2010～

Tokyo Shinbun (Jaoanese Paper)　10.11..2010



03 ACHIEVEMENTS

May 4th 2010, Opened one hundred of smile umbrellas at the area of Shanghai Expo,

it happened Tokyo Shibuya at the same time. Children's smile connected China and Japan.

Merry Umbrella Project in Expo 2010 Shanghai China × Shibuya, Tokyo　　May 4th 2009

Shanghai Evening Post（Chinese Paper）／May 4th Mainichi Shinbun（Japanese Paper）／May 5th Fuji TV-FNN Super News（Japanese TV News）／May 6thWORLD EXPO MEDIA ALLIANCE
（Chinese Paper）／May 6th

Sinminbanpo（Chinese Paper）／May 4th



03 ACHIVEMENTS

September 6th, Merry Umbrellas were displayed at Tokyo office of The World Bank by their request, after 1 week, 

They flew to Washington D.C. for 2010 Annual Meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank Group.

They sent out to the world our message “Smile of child is a hope to our future” through the annual meeting between Oct 8th and 10th.

Merry Umbrella at The World Bank　 Tokyo:Sep 6th-30th 2010, Washington D.C.:Oct 8th-10th



03 ACHIVEMENTS

This event was reported in an official organ of The Bureau of International Expositions（BIE）"Progression".

Merry Umbrella Project 「MERRY IN OSAKA」　　May 29th-30th 2010

40th Anniversary of Expo Osaka 1970

On March 13th, 2010, Expo Osaka 1970, the first World 
Expo ever held in Asia, celebrated its 40th anniversary at 
the Iron & Steel Pavilion of the Expo 1970 Park, a living 
legacy of the Expo still dominated by its symbol, the 
“Tower of Sun” of the artist Tarō Okamoto.

On this occasion, the Commemorative Organization for 
the Japan World Exposition 1970 inaugurated a 
permanent exhibition, in collaboration with the BIE and 
“EXPO x EXPOS”, dedicated to the history of Expo Osaka 
1970 and to the future Expos.

Moreover, a line of 100 “smiling umbrellas” celebrated 
Expo Shanghai in front of the Tower of the Sun 
representing a symbolic bridge between the two Expo 
sites of Osaka and Shanghai This event recalls the 
positive and long-lasting impact of Expos and
their role as links between cultures.



03 ACHIEVEMENTS

Opened 125 smile umbrellas in Osaka city, at Osaka Flower Park and the former 1970 Expo site in Osaka.

Children's smile connected three exposition sites ”1970 Expo site in Osaka”,”1990 Osaka Flower expo”and“Shanghai Expo site”.

Merry Umbrella Project 「MERRY IN OSAKA」　　May 29th-30th 2010

Asahi Shinbun（Japanese Paper）／May 30th NHK News（Japanese TV News）／May 30thYahoo news（Japanese website）／May 30thMainichi Shinbun（Japanese Paper）
／May 30th

Sankei Shinbun（Japanese Paper）
／May 30th



03 実績

One hundred of Merry Umbrellas were opened in Hiroshima for the 65th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, 

to send out the importance of peace for next generation.

Merry Umbrella Project in Hiroshima　　Aug 1st 2010

Mainichi Shinbun (Japanese Paper)  28.7.2010 Tohkai TV (Japanese TV News)　 14.8.2010Yomiuri Shinbun (Japanese Paper)  2.8.2010 Chugoku Shinbun (Japanese Paper)　2.8.2010Nippon Keizai Shinbun (Japanese Paper) 
1.8.2010



03 実績

One hundred of Merry Umbrellas were opened in Nagasaki for the 65th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, 

to send out the importance of peace for next generation.

Merry Umbrella Project in Nagasaki　　Aug 7th 2010

Nagasaki Shinbun (Japanese Paper)  
6.8.2010

NBC　8.7.2010Yomiuri Shinbun (Japanese Paper)  
8.8.2010

Asahi Shinbun (Japanese Paper) 
8.8.2010

Nagasaki Shinbun (Japanese Paper) 
8.8.2010

Mainichi Shinbun (Japanese Paper)  
8.8.2010



03 実績

Okinawa had a ground war 65 years ago, so one hundred of Merry Umbrellas were opened in Okinawa for the 65th anniversary of the end of World War II, 

to send out the importance of peace for next generation.

Merry Umbrella Project in Okinawa　　2010／8／14

Okinawa Times (Japanese Paper)  15.8.2010 Okinawa Times　 16.8.201047NEWS　15.8.2010 Ryukyushinpo（Web）　15.8.2010Ryukyushinpo (Japanese Paper) 15.8.2010



03 ACHIVEMENTS

Opened one hundred of smile umbrellas at "Itsukushima Shrine" in Hiroshima, 

and sent out the message "Smile of child is a hope to the future"

Merry Umbrella Project in Miyazima　　Sep 23rd 2010
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