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The circular economy plays a crucial role in bending the curve on biodiversity loss*

* This image is an adaptation of that presented by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity’s report Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 (2020) and the Nature article Bending the curve of terrestrial 

biodiversity needs an integrated approach (2020). It does not intend to accurately represent the impact of potential scenarios.

https://www.cbd.int/gbo/gbo5/publication/gbo-5-en.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2705-y?proof=thttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.com%2Farticles%2Fsj.bdj.2014.353%3Fproof%3Dt
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2705-y?proof=thttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.com%2Farticles%2Fsj.bdj.2014.353%3Fproof%3Dt
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Key message no.1: circular economy can support all GBF Targets
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Key message no.2: prioritise links to some Targets, for impact across all
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(24 countries out of 57) mention 

CE in their NBSAPs

State of play: 

Integration of CE into national Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs)

25%

Explicit references to circular economy 

in NBSAPs

• 37 countries out of 147 (Sep 2025), counting both NBSAPs and 

submitted targets

• Mostly only one mention / mention only related to one theme

• Plastics and waste reduction most identified theme
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Big question for COP17 

and beyond:

How to use the circular economy to accelerate 

GBF implementation?
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“Biomass (agricultural crops and forestry) also account for over 90 per 
cent of the total land use related biodiversity loss and water stress.” 

Global Resources Outlook (2024)

Big ticket item no.1: improving circularity of bio-based resource use



Circular bio-based 

materials & products

Regenerative 

production

Nature based 

solutions

Circular design “pulls” 

biodiversity opportunities

Big ticket item no.2: driving biodiversity benefits through circular design
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What next / call to action

● COP17 on site: more visibility for biodiversity & circular economy synergies

● COP17 outcomes: integrating circular economy into relevant Decisions, e.g. 

the Global Review, Mainstreaming agenda …

● NBSAPs: improving synergies at national level, building on the 7th National 

Report “stock take”
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Products can be designed for nature to thrive

Showcase Events - New York, São Paulo, London, 
Amsterdam

Screenshot 2025-03-19 at 17.47.46.png

Screenshot 2025-03-19 at 17.47.29.png

Online and media amplification

Retail activation

https://pagina22.com.br/2025/02/04/o-grande-redesenho-de-alimentos-almeja-levar-o-design-circular-para-as-grandes-empresas/
https://umsoplaneta.globo.com/sociedade/consumo-consciente/noticia/2025/02/03/fundacao-ellen-macarthur-apresenta-resultados-de-iniciativa-que-aplica-principios-da-economia-circular-ao-setor-alimenticio.ghtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT72wEmIkUE
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/redesigning-food-behind-the-scenes
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