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Short Term Action Plan on 
Ecosystem Restoration: 
Objectives & purpose 

 • promote restoration of degraded natural and semi-natural 
ecosystems to 

• reverse the loss of biodiversity, recover connectivity, improve ecosystem 
resilience, enhance ecosystem services, mitigating and adapting to 
climate change, combat desertification and land degradation, and 
improve human well-being, while reducing environmental risks and 
scarcities. 

• accelerate and upscale activities on ecosystem restoration to support 
achievement of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

• contribute to the achievement of objectives and commitments under 
other conventions 



Short Term Action Plan:  
Scope & scale 

- Reduce, mitigate or reverse direct drivers of degradation & restore ecosystem 

conditions  

- processes may be undertaken on a range of scales within a mosaic of land uses, 

for a range of purposes and with different actors.  

Ecological restoration refers to the process of managing or assisting the recovery 

of an ecosystem that has been degraded, damaged or destroyed as a means of 

sustaining ecosystem resilience and conserving biodiversity.  

Degradation is characterized by a decline or loss of biodiversity or ecosystem 

functions.  

Degradation and restoration are context-specific and refer to both the state of 

ecosystems and to ecosystem processes. 

 



Short Term Action Plan: 
Principles 

• Ecosystem restoration is a complement to conservation activities  

• Consistent with the provisions of the Convention 
 

• Multiple benefits both inside and outside of protected areas. 

 

• Priority : to conserving biodiversity and preventing the degradation of 

natural habitats and ecosystems by reducing pressures and 

maintaining ecological integrity and provision of ecosystem services. 

 

• Ecosystem restoration is not a substitute for conservation, nor is it a 

conduit for allowing intentional destruction or unsustainable use 

 

 



Short Term Action Plan: 
Key activities 
 

 • 4 main groups of activities that could be undertaken: 

(a) Assessment of opportunities for ecosystem restoration; 

(b) Improving the institutional enabling environment for ecosystem 

restoration; 

(c) Planning and implementation of ecosystem restoration activities; 

(d) Monitoring, evaluation, feedback and disseminating results. 

• An iterative process may be required with feedback among and 

within these four main groups of activities         

*(indicative timeline in appendix II). 



Short Term Action Plan: Supporting guidance, 
tools organizations and initiatives 

 

Information documents:  

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/20/INF/35 and the United 
Nations Environment Programme’s Rapid 
Response Assessment Dead Planet, Living Planet 
— Biodiversity and Ecosystem Restoration for 
Sustainable Development  

 

*CBD website clearing-house mechanism. 



Short Term Action Plan: Actors 

Plan addressed to all relevant stakeholders including: 

•National, subnational and municipal governments,  

•Parties to the Rio Conventions and other multilateral environmental 
agreements,  

•Donor agencies, including the Global Environment Facility, the World 
Bank and regional development banks, 

•Private and corporate donors, pension funds and business consortia,  

•Other relevant international bodies and organization 

•Land owners and land managers 

•Indigenous peoples and local communities, and civil society and citizens. 
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