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implementation’ by the Netherlands to CBD Notification 2018-01-25  

 

The Netherlands has a long tradition on mainstreaming of nature and biodiversity. This tradition 

started centuries ago as a result of the need to plan water system/waterways, and with the 

tradition of gaining land from the water. A well established system of spatial planning made it 

easier to make strong and binding agreements with regards to nature planning and conservation. 

Lately, the Netherlands NBSAP ‘The natural way forward’ focuses on mainstreaming biodiversity 

into diverse sectors of society. The emphasis shifts from protecting nature agains society to 

putting nature at the heart of society. 

 

In this documents three successful means of mainstreaming nature in to the sectors energy and 

mining, infrastructure, and manufacturing and processing, and health are highlighted:  

 

1.The well implemented system of environmental assessment (EIA and SEA), that has 

succeeded very well in mainstreaming biodiversity in to the spatial planning system, 

with a huge effect on transport planning, mining en the energy sector and also on the 

layout of manufacturing areas.  

2. The efforts take on mainstreaming biodiversity in business trough valuation and 

measurement of business interaction with biodiversity 

  3. Efforts taken to mainstream biodiversity into the health sector 

 

1. Environmental assessments  

The report “views and experiences 2015” of the Netherlands commission on 

environmental assessment consisted of e series of articles on the practical experience 

with SEA’s and EIA’s in 2015. Of special interest for mainstreaming in the sector energy 

and mining is the article starting at page 4 on the shale gas debate, and the article 

starting at page 42 on examples of SEA’s for wind energy. 

Which respect to the transport sector the article starting at page 28 on a nature 

compensation approach at Eems-harbour is of interest. 

http://api.commissiemer.nl/docs/mer/diversen/views-experiences2015.pdf 

 

A general information sheet on the advisory procedure of the  Netherlands Commission 

on Environmental Assesments is accessible via this link:  

http://api.commissiemer.nl/docs/cms/FS%2016%20Advisory%20procedure%20NCEA%

20ENG%20Final.pdf 

 

 

 

 2. Mainstreaming biodiversity in business 

 Mainstreaming biodiversity in business is important to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity  

 Targets. ‘Natural capital’ has proven to be a concept that connects interests of  business, 

 finance, ngo’s and government. Active collaboration on the valuation and measurement of 

 businesses interaction with biodiversity and natural capital is key to that.  

 

 Relevant experiences in the Netherlands on mainstreaming natural capital and biodiversity 

 

o The Dutch employers association VNO-NCW and IUCN Netherlands set up a 

collaboration from 2012-2016 to explore effective approaches to nature inclusive 

business cases. They published there key results in Natural Capital. Doing business 

with an eye to the future (2016), containing fifty practical business examples. See: 

https://www.iucn.nl/files/publicaties/natural_capital_brochure.pdf  

 

o In 2014-2016 a group of more than 30 companies collaborated on natural capital 

approaches and integrated reporting to take nature into account when taking 

decisions. They focused on methods and tools for value chain analysis, monetization 

and integrated reporting. Their results have been published in It pays to be 

http://api.commissiemer.nl/docs/mer/diversen/views-experiences2015.pdf
http://api.commissiemer.nl/docs/cms/FS%2016%20Advisory%20procedure%20NCEA%20ENG%20Final.pdf
http://api.commissiemer.nl/docs/cms/FS%2016%20Advisory%20procedure%20NCEA%20ENG%20Final.pdf
https://www.iucn.nl/files/publicaties/natural_capital_brochure.pdf


 

 

transparent. Lessons learned in the Green Deal Cooperation towards Transparency in 

Natural and Social Capital 2014-2016. See: 

https://mvonederland.nl/sites/default/files/media/Final%20Report%20Green%20Deal

%20on%20Transparency%20in%20Natural%20and%20Social%20Capital%20-

%20EN.pdf  

 

o In 2014-2016 a group of 16 Dutch Financial Institutes collaborated in a Community of 

Practice (CoP) Financial Institutions and Natural Capital. Participants in the CoP came 

from several backgrounds: banking sector, asset managers, insurance companies. The 

results of their collective learning have been published in Finance for One Planet 

(Caroliene van Leenders, Anne Marie Bor, 2016). See: 

https://www.rvo.nl/sites/default/files/2016/10/Finance%20for%20one%20planet%20

2016%20-%20CoP%20Financial%20Institutions%20and%20Natural%20Capital.pdf  

 

 Government Dialogue on Natural Capital 

 In November 2017 the governments of Scotland and The Netherlands hosted a  

 Government Dialogue on Natural Capital at the World Forum on Natural Capital  
 (Edinburgh). To support and inspire the participants two draft reports have been prepared 
 as background documents for the Government Dialogue that could also inspire the way the 
 CBD could strengthen mainstreaming of biodiversity:  

o Snapshot of Government Engagement with Natural Capital Approaches, University of 
Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership   

o Counting on Nature. Transitions to a natural capital positive economy by creating an 
enabling environment for natural capital approaches , Dutch Research Institute for 
Transitions (DRIFT) 

 Participants of the Government Dialogue welcomed the discussions and identified three 
 areas in which intergovernmental collaboration may help to mainstream natural capital 
 approaches (See: Summary report):  

o Link national natural capital accounting with corporate natural capital assessment   

o Increase collaboration by government agencies and businesses (both nationally and 
internationally) and use existing online platforms to share best practices   

o Develop a positive natural capital narrative  

 Three workstreams have been set up to collaborate on these three issues, that could also 
 inform and inspire CBD actions on mainstreaming of biodiversity. For updates on the  
 Government Dialogue, see: https://naturalcapitalcoalition.org/projects/government-
dialogue-on-natural-capital/  

 

 3. Mainstreaming biodiversity into the Health sector 

 The TEEb study “green, healthy and productive” showed  trough an upscaling-study  that 
 an increase of green space in the living environment would prevent 65 million euros  
 healthcare costs annually.  

 This knowledge could help  in convincing the health sector that investing in nature might 
 be a worthwhile means of health prevention. Although it still appears  a long road to follow 
 for this knowledge to result in actual higher investments.  

 Looking From the concept of ‘bringing nature to the heart of society, it would also be a 
 gain if doctors would start ‘prescribing intake of nature as a medicine’ .  

 http://en.biodiversiteit.nl/teeb/teeb-groen-gezond-en-productief/teeb-study-green-
 healthy-and-productive-by-kpmg-

2012.pdf/download/en/1/TEEB%20study%20Green%2C%20healthy%20and%20productive%20by
%20KPMG%2C%202012.pdf 

https://mvonederland.nl/sites/default/files/media/Final%2520Report%2520Green%2520Deal%2520on%2520Transparency%2520in%2520Natural%2520and%2520Social%2520Capital%2520-%2520EN.pdf
https://mvonederland.nl/sites/default/files/media/Final%2520Report%2520Green%2520Deal%2520on%2520Transparency%2520in%2520Natural%2520and%2520Social%2520Capital%2520-%2520EN.pdf
https://mvonederland.nl/sites/default/files/media/Final%2520Report%2520Green%2520Deal%2520on%2520Transparency%2520in%2520Natural%2520and%2520Social%2520Capital%2520-%2520EN.pdf
https://www.rvo.nl/sites/default/files/2016/10/Finance%2520for%2520one%2520planet%25202016%2520-%2520CoP%2520Financial%2520Institutions%2520and%2520Natural%2520Capital.pdf
https://www.rvo.nl/sites/default/files/2016/10/Finance%2520for%2520one%2520planet%25202016%2520-%2520CoP%2520Financial%2520Institutions%2520and%2520Natural%2520Capital.pdf
https://www.government.nl/binaries/government/documents/reports/2018/02/20/government-dialogue-on-natural-capital-snapshot-of-government-engagement/Snapshot+of+Government+Engagement+with+Natural+Capital+Approaches+18-11-2017%25282%2529.pdf
https://www.government.nl/binaries/government/documents/reports/2018/02/09/government-dialogue-on-natural-capital-counting-on-nature/Loorbach+Oxenaar+2018+Counting+on+nature.pdf
https://www.government.nl/binaries/government/documents/reports/2018/02/09/government-dialogue-on-natural-capital-counting-on-nature/Loorbach+Oxenaar+2018+Counting+on+nature.pdf
https://naturalcapitalcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Government-Dialogue-Summary-Report-vs-20180223.docx
https://naturalcapitalcoalition.org/projects/government-dialogue-on-natural-capital/
https://naturalcapitalcoalition.org/projects/government-dialogue-on-natural-capital/

