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of the world’s remaining 
biodiversity is found within 
the collective territories and 
lands of Indigenous peoples 
and local communities

80%
Up to



Our collective territories 
are the basis of our

Worldviews, cultures & languages

Customary laws & 
governance systems

Food, water & energy sovereignty

Livelihoods & wellbeing



Our collective actions

Safeguard watersheds
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Our collective actions

Protect and restore 
sensitive ecosystems

Safeguard watersheds
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Provide healthy food

Our collective actions

Protect and restore 
sensitive ecosystems

Safeguard watersheds



Care for endangered species

Provide healthy food

Our collective actions

Protect and restore 
sensitive ecosystems

Safeguard watersheds



Brunei

China

Indonesia

Malaysia

Paracel Islands

Taiwan

Most environmentally 
critical areas (forest 
cover, Key Biodiversity 
Areas) are located in 
Indigenous peoples’ 
ancestral domains

Philippines
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Has a close and deep connection with their 
territory through identity and culture1

When a community
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When a community
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Has a close and deep connection with  
their territory through identity and culture

Makes and enforces decisions and rules on 
their territory through their own 
governance system
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Makes and enforces decisions and rules on 
their territory through their own 
governance system

Contributes to nature and wellbeing 
through these decisions and efforts, 
regardless of intention or motivation

Has a close and deep connection with their 
territory through identity and culture

When a community
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We speak of “ICCAs” or

Territories 
of Life



If you care about
nature and biodiversity,

we are your 
biggest allies



Ethno-
linguistic 
Diversity
of Iran

Iran
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What needs to be done?
By whom?
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We are strengthening our own 
communities at the local level, working 
in solidarity with allies and advocating 

for appropriate recognition and 
support at national, regional and 

international levels.

We are active and committed.



© Wampis Nation

Governments:

Implement existing laws and 
commitments in support of 
ICCAs – Territories of Life and 
reform those that don’t.

We need collective security of 
our territories and self-
determined governance systems.



Respect us as
the original 
conservationists.

Conservation actors:
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Conservation in 
our territories 
must be on our 
terms.



Democratic Republic of Congo



© Strong Roots

Opportunities in DRC:

Community Forestry Law (2014)

Network of protected areas

Close collaboration between the Congolese 
Wildlife Authority (ICCN) and Indigenous 
peoples’ and local communities’ structures
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The ICCA Consortium is proud 
to join the partnership for 
achieving Aichi Target 11 … 
on certain terms!
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Target 11 is not just about spatial coverage 
of protected & conserved areas

It cannot be achieved without its qualitative 
elements and other CBD COP decisions on 
governance, participation, equity and 
benefit-sharing
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If our Territories of Life (ICCAs) are “counted” 
towards Target 11, whether as protected areas 
or conserved areas (OECMs):

It must be on the basis of self-
identification of our territories and 
respect for our governance systems

It must be subject to our free, prior and 
informed consent

There should be counterpart support to 
strengthen and secure our Territories 
of Life on our terms
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As a member-based association, the ICCA Consortium 
looks forward to engaging with the Target 11 
Partnership on a country-by-country basis, on fair and 
equitable terms and in pursuit of shared aims – living 
in harmony with nature for the benefit of all.



Indigenous Shahsevan of Iranian Azerbaijan, President of the ICCA Consortium

and beloved friend and ally to many around the world

In loving memory of Dr. Mohammad Taghi Farvar (1942-2018)



Thank you!

Contact: Holly Jonas, LLM
International Policy Coordinator,
ICCA Consortium
holly@iccaconsortium.org


