


Peace and Biodiversity Dialogue Initiative

Side Event on 9th July, 2018
Second Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

Alexander Belyakov 
Individual Consultant on Peace and Biodiversity Issues



Our Framework

Peace and Biodiversity Dialogue: Promoting International Cooperation 
In Ecosystem Management and Transboundary Conservation
Note by the Executive Secretary UNEP/CBD/COP/12/INF/30 on 5 
October 2014

Decision Adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity at its Seventh Meeting
VII/28. Protected areas 
UNEP/CBD/COP/DEC/VII/28 on 13 April 2004

Goal 1.3 – To establish and strengthen regional networks, 
transboundary protected areas (TBPAs) and collaboration between 
neighbouring protected areas across national boundaries

Gangwon Declaration on Biodiversity for Sustainable Development, 2014



THE THREE PRIMARY GOALS OF 

TRANSBOUNDARY PROTECTED AREAS ARE: 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC     

DEVELOPMENT

CONSERVATION OF     

BIODIVERSITY

PROMOTION OF 

CULTURE OF PEACE



Peace Parks

“I know of no political movement, no philosophy, no ideology, which 

does not agree with the peace parks concept as we see it going into 

fruition today. It is a concept that can be embraced by all.”                                                     

Nelson Mandela 

Peace parks are transboundary protected areas (TBPAs) that are 
formally dedicated to the protection and maintenance of 
biological diversity, and of natural and associated cultural 

resources, and to the promotion of peace and co-operation. 

The identification and designation of Parks for peace by cooperating 
jurisdictions should include only those areas where the agreed 

management objectives explicitly recognize both 
a protected area and a no conflict zone.



Outcomes

An important outcome of the Peace and Biodiversity Dialogue Initiative was bi-lateral meetings 

of the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on potential 

collaborative activities.



Expected outcomes from implementation of proposed activities:
- Comprehensive inventory and a collection of resources on Peace Parks
- E-learning Module on Peace Parks
- Massive Open Online Course 
- Launch of the E-Learning module on Peace Parks at a side event at the 
Fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, 17 - 29 November 2018
- Publications: 

a) Manual on creation of 
Peace Parks 

b) Directory of the existing 
Peace Parks in the world

Expected Outcomes



Expected Outcomes (cont.)

- Study missions to countries to promote transboundary protected areas 
development 
- Educational animated video on Peace Parks
- Meetings for dialogue facilitation with interested neighboring countries and 
respective reports and recommendations for further establishment of Peace Parks 
- Possibility of establishing or in the process of establishing one Peace Park in Asia, 

Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC) and Central and Eastern 
Europe regions

- Emergence of the Republic of Korea 
as a leader to promote peace parks in the world.



Methodology development and survey for an international protected area list 

identifying status and presence of peace elements

Expected Outcomes (cont.)



Regional Focus: 

Sierra Leone and Liberia

The joint ‘Transboundary Peace Park’ project:  supported by the President of Sierra Leone, 

Dr. Ernest Bai Koroma, and the President of Liberia, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.



H.E. Dr. Eunkyung Kim, Minister of 
Environment, the Republic of Korea, with 
Cristiana Pașca Palmer, PhD, Executive 
Secretary of the Secretariat of the 
Convention of Biological Diversity, UN 
Assistant Secretary-General

Executive Secretary’s Visit to South Korea



The following was discussed at meetings:

• Korea’s remarkable achievements in the 
implementation of the Convention and its protocols, 
including the support for various initiatives since the 
12th Conference of the Parties 

• Continuous support for the Peace and Biodiversity 
Dialogue Initiative after 2020 would be considered 
based on the assessment of the outcomes to be 
achieved by 2020.

• The Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Korea 
and the Secretariat of the Convention will explore the 
opportunity to organize a High‐level Conference on 
Peace and Biodiversity in 2020, in conjunction with 
the Fifteenth Conference of the Parties in China, 
engaging interested Parties, organizations, and linking 
it with the focus of the UN Secretary General on peace 
and security issues.



Ongoing Collaboration

Developing collaborative activities with the Republic of Korea during the 
meetings in Montreal, Canada



Awareness Building
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