
Supporting global reporting 

on marine and coastal biodiversity 
for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework
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OVERVIEW

• IOC-UNESCO
i. Ocean Biodiversity Information System (OBIS)
ii. Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS)/biological Essential Ocean 

Variables (EOVs)
iii. Global Ocean Science Report (GOSR)

• UN Decade for Ocean Science – Ocean Decade

i. Introduction to the Ocean Decade

ii. Links to Ocean Decade Monitoring & Evaluation (OD M&E) framework 

iii. Examples of endorsed Decade Programmes addressing biodiversity
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OBIS is a global open-access data and information clearing-house on ocean biodiversity for science, conservation and 
sustainable development (IOC-XXX/7.2.1)
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OBIS already supports several 
Global & Regional Ocean Assessments
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https://github.com/iobis/ebsa

R code to calculate biodiversity 
indices and other metrics in 

support of the CBD EBSA 
process

OBIS has been supporting 
all the regional EBSA 

workshops by providing a 
number of data and 

information products 
(biodiversity indices). 

The scritps (R code) to 
generate these maps are 
publicly available through 

our GitHub repository 

Ecologically or Biologically 

Significant Areas (EBSAs): 
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Pacman.obis.org
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eDNA expeditions in Marine 
World Heritage sites

https://ednaexpeditions.org
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GOOS Biology & Ecosystems Monitoring Facility
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GOSR – offers a global record of how, where and by whom ocean science is conducted 

• Provides information for SDG indicator for target 14.a as the 
proportion of total research budget allocated to research in 
the field of ocean science

• GOSR2020 extends the 2017 report to include: contribution 
of science to sustainable development, blue patent 
applications, extended gender analysis, and capacity 
development in ocean science 

• Next GOSR is due to be published in 2025



10

Ocean Decade

Call for Decade Actions No. 01/2020: 20 Programmes, 35 Projects, 7 Contributions on ODC 2
Call for Decade Actions No. 02/2020: Focus on ODC 2 (1 and 5)
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Conceptual Framework for Monitoring & Evaluation

Approved by the 
Advisory Board in 
Q2 2021
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Example relevant endorsed Decade Programmes

Marine Life 2030

A Global Integrated Marine 
Biodiversity Information 

Management and 
Forecasting System for 

Sustainable Development 
and Conservation

Marine Biodiversity Observation 
Network (MBON)

Establish the globally 
coordinated system to deliver 
actionable, transdisciplinary 

knowledge of ocean life to those 
who need it …

CoastPredict

Observing and Predicting 
the Global Coastal Ocean 

Alma Mater Studiorum, University of 
Bologna | University of Miami/RSMAS | 

SOCIB and CSIC-IMEDEA  

Create a digital representation 
of the Ocean, Expand the Global 

Ocean Observing System, 
Increase community resilience 

to ocean hazards

SMARTNET

Sustainability of Marine 
Ecosystems through global 

knowledge networks

International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES), The 

North Pacific Marine Science 
Organization (PICES)

Establish a global knowledge 
network (GKN) for ocean 

science by strengthening and 
expanding the collaboration of 

ICES/PICES and partner 
organizations
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Example relevant endorsed Decade Programmes

OARS

Ocean Acidification 
Research for Sustainability

Global Ocean Acidification Observing 
Network (GOA-ON)

OARS will foster the 
development of the science of 

ocean acidification including the 
impacts on marine life and 

sustainability of marine 
ecosystems in estuarine-

coastal-open ocean 
environments

JETZON

Joint Exploration of the 
Twilight Zone Ocean 

Network

National Oceanography Centre, UK

Focuses on the ocean region 
spanning 200m to 1000m depth. 

This contains the largest and 
least exploited fish stocks of the 

world's oceans

For more information visit:

www.oceandecade.org/
decade-actions/
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• OBIS to contribute to CBD’s Global Biodiversity Outlook
• OBIS to support national reporting (headline indicators and NBSAPs) – reduce reporting 

burden
• OBIS to inform countries of what information is available, and guidance on how they can use 

it (fit for purpose, limitations), also in the context of EBSA management
• OBIS to collaborate with countries to develop science capacity in monitoring biodiversity and 

awareness raising (cfr PacMAN, eDNA projects in World Heritage) 
• OBIS to participate in the ad-hoc technical group on biodiversity indicators, including 

indicators on ecosystem health and with a stronger focus on integrating biodiversity data with 
data on pressures

• GOSR could provide data relevant to proposed targets. E.g. Targets 18 and 19
• Target 18. By 2030, redirect, repurpose, reform or eliminate incentives harmful for biodiversity, including 

[X] reduction in the most harmful subsidies, ensuring that incentives, including public and private 
economic and regulatory incentives, are either positive or neutral for biodiversity.

• Target 19. Increase financial resources from all sources to at least 200 billion per year, including new, 
additional and effective financial resources ….

• Links between CBD marine indicators and the Ocean Decade M&E framework
• Specific Decade Programmes to generate data to populate CBD marine indicators

Possible suggestions for collaboration with the CBD



Thank you for your attention

oceandecade@unesco.org


