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A Typology of Language Questions

Language questions asked in the
2006 census of Canada

Can this person speak English or French well
enough to conduct a conversation?

What language(s) other than English or French, can
this person speak well enough to conduct a
conversation?

What language does this person speak most at
home?

Does this person speak any other languages on a
regular basis at home?

What is the language that this person first learned at
home in childhood and still understands?
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Typology of Language Questions

UN Statistics
Division
recommends 3 types
of data for
languages

Mother tongue
Usual language

Ability to speak one
or more designated
languages

Source : Principles and
recommendations for population
and housing census. Second
revised version. New York 2008.




Ui

United Nations :
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization .

Organisation ~
des Nations Unies °
pour 'éducation, .

la science et la culture

Organizacién

de las Naciones Unidas *
para la Educacién, ,

la Ciencia y la Cultura

OpraHusauna

OBbeaWNHeHHbIX Hauui no

Bonpocam o6paszoBaHus,
HayKu U KymeTypbl

Baniall acl) dalaia |

A 5 alalf 5 4 sll

WG E .
22 5 Al LA

Endangered
Languages
Programme

Languages and Traditional Knowledge
Compiled Data




i Languages and Traditional Knowledge

United Nations .
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization .

o Preliminary study of language trends

des Nations Unies °
pour 'éducation, .
la science et la culture

Organizacién
de las Naciones Unidas *
para la Educacién, ,

la Ciencia y la Cultura

OpraHusauna
OBbeaWNHeHHbIX Hauui no .
Bonpocam o6pasoBaHuA,

HayKu U KymsTypbl

Baniall acl) dalaia |
A8E| g alall 5 45 all
BREESE.

Rheg R S e T

Endangered
Languages
Programme




N

Ui

United Nations :
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization .

Organisation =
des Nations Unies °
pour 'éducation, .

la science et la culture

Organizacién

de las Naciones Unidas *
para la Educacién, ,

la Ciencia y la Cultura

OpraHusauna

OBbeaWNHeHHbIX Hauui no

Bonpocam o6paszoBaHus,
HayKu U KymeTypbl

Baniall acl) dalaia |

A8E| g alall 5 45 all

WA EEE.
B 22 1 Sofl L

Endangered
Languages
Programme

Languages and Traditional Knowledge

Preliminary study on language trends

Language

First year

Number of
speakers

Latest year

Number of
speakers

Growth rate

English

1991

2784

2001

1037

37

Awadhi

1991

374638

2001

560744

Byangshi

1991

1314

2001

1734

Bengali

1991

27712

2001

23602

Bhojpuri

1991

1379717

2001

1712536

Gurung

1991

227918

2001

338925

Hindi

1991

170997

2001

105765

Jirel

1991

4229

2001

4919

Manijhi

1991

11322

2001

21841

Nepali

1991

9302880

2001

11053255

Newar

1991

690007

2001

825458
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Preliminary study on language trends

Maintenance or attrition trend by size group

1109 894
speakers

10000 to 99
4999 speakers

100000 and
maore speakers

All languages

W Aftrition

43%

26%

2%

38%

O aintenance

62%

4%

78%

62%

B Aftrition

O Maintenance
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“It is recommended that
countries collect data on the
core topics ..., as this would
improve the international
harmonization and
comparability of statistics
through the use of common
concepts, definitions and
classifications.”

UN Statistics Division, Principles and
recommendations for Population and
Housing Census. Second revised
version. New York 2008. p. 109.

Census topic

Type of topic

Sex

core topic

Age

core topic

Marital status

core topic

Religion

additional topic

Language

additional topic

Ethnicity

additional topic

Indigenous peoples

additional topic
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