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of the world’s land is held 

collectively by Indigenous 

peoples and local communities 

50% 

At least 



of the world’s remaining 

biodiversity is found within 

collective territories and lands 

80% 
Up to 
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people depend on 

these communal 

lands for their 

livelihoods and 

wellbeing 

1 in 3 



However, Indigenous peoples and 

local communities have formal 

legal ownership over only 

10% 
of the world’s land 
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Significant efforts are needed 

to secure collective territories 

around the world – both for 

communities and nature 



RRI 2018, “At a Crossroads” 



 

Iran 
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Our collective actions 

Protect and restore 

sensitive ecosystems 

Safeguard watersheds 
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Our collective actions 

Provide healthy food 

and livelihoods 

Protect and restore 

sensitive ecosystems 

Safeguard watersheds 

Care for species 
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Has a close and deep connection with their 

territory through identity and culture 1 

When a community 
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When a community 

1 

2 

Has a close and deep connection with  

their territory through identity and culture 

Makes and enforces decisions and rules on 

their territory through their own 

governance system 
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1 

2 

3 

Makes and enforces decisions and rules on 

their territory through their own 

governance system 

Contributes to nature and wellbeing 

through these decisions and efforts, 

regardless of intention or motivation 

Has a close and deep connection with their 

territory through identity and culture 

When a community 
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We speak of “ICCAs” or 

Territories 

of Life 



If you care about 

nature and biodiversity, 

We are your 
strongest allies 





The problem? 

The solution? 

Protect half of the planet to safeguard 

the bulk of biodiversity 

Global biodiversity crisis and breakdown 

of Earth’s life support systems 

Key Aspects of Half Earth / 

Nature Needs Half Debate 



The rationale? 

Ecology of habitat loss (species-area curve): 

• Protecting 50% of planet should protect 85% 

of species from extinction (‘safe zone’) 

• If we only protect 10% of Earth, we will lose 

half of the planet’s species over time 

“We need big goals, not incremental progress” 



Underlying assumptions? 

Species diversity is the basis of Earth’s 

life support systems 

Protected areas are the best tools to 

prevent species extinction 

We can identify the best areas for protection 

using Western science and technology 



The “problem” 

The “solution” 

Key Critiques of Half Earth / 

Nature Needs Half Debate 

Global biodiversity crisis is closely linked to 

loss of linguistic and cultural diversity – fails to 

examine common threats and drivers 

Even if half of the planet is protected in 

equitable ways, what happens to the other half? 



Focus on species diversity but not 

ecosystem functions or processes – 

does not consider climate change 

Underlying assumptions 

Promotion of protected areas primarily based 

on biology & ecology – limited human rights, 

governance and equity considerations  

Some mention of Indigenous peoples, but 

does not draw on existing literature on 

collective tenure, collective action, etc. 



Current Extent of Protected Areas 
Protected Planet Report 2018 

14.9% 

7.3% 

Land 

Ocean 

16.8% 

1.2% 

EEZ 

ABNJ 



Key Gaps in Global PA System 
Protected Planet Report 2018 

Global dataset is heavily skewed towards 

protected areas governed by governments 

82% 

5% 

3% 

1% 

9% 

Government

Private

Shared

IPLC

Not reported

<1% of 

reported PAs 

are governed 

by IPLCs 

Much more 

de facto 



Key Gaps in Global PA System 
Protected Planet Report 2018 

Of protected areas reported 

having assessed management 

effectiveness (and this assumes 

conservation effectiveness…) 

9% 
Very limited assessment of equitable 

governance and management – priority at 

site and system scales up to 2020+ 

Overall: lacking in qualitative elements 
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As Indigenous peoples and local 

communities, should we reject 

these big targets altogether? 

Or can we turn them into 

opportunities to advance 

our self-determined aims? 
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Key Opportunities on the Horizon 

Securing our collective Territories of Life in 

the context of conservation, on our terms 

Advancing support for sustainable self-

determination and livelihoods – economic 

activities in harmony with the whole planet 

Defending our Territories of Life – and 

ourselves – against threats from dominant 

economic, political and legal systems 

1 

2 

3 



Respect us as 

the original 
conservationists. 
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Conservation in our 

territories must be 

on our terms. 

We decide if and how 

to include others, not 

vice versa. 



We are the first 

and last lines of 

defense against 

the main 

threats to 

biodiversity 

and nature.  
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We need collective 

security of our 

territories and 

ways of life and 

strong, self-

determined and 

sustainable 

governance 

systems. 
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These big, bold targets have to go beyond 

protected areas to conserved areas 

(OECMs) – redefining conservation for 

whom and by whom 

They also need to go beyond mapping 

spatial coverage (30 or 50%, etc.) to 

qualitative aspects of securing the areas 
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Just like Aichi Target 11, they cannot be 

achieved without intersectional qualitative 

elements such as governance, equity, 

participation and cost- & benefit-sharing 
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If our Territories of Life (ICCAs) are “counted” 

towards global targets, whether as protected 

areas or as conserved areas (OECMs): 

It must be on the basis of self-identification 

of our territories and respect for our self-

determined governance systems 

It must be subject to our free, prior and 

informed consent and our human rights 

It must include counterpart support to 

strengthen and secure our Territories of 

Life, including to defend against threats 

 

 

 



Indigenous Shahsevan of Iranian Azerbaijan, President of the ICCA Consortium 
and beloved friend and ally to many around the world 

In loving memory of Dr. Mohammad Taghi Farvar (1942-2018) 



Thank you! 

Contact: Holly Jonas 

International Policy Coordinator, 

ICCA Consortium 

holly@iccaconsortium.org 


