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Canada’s current government has expressed its 
strong commitment to support Indigenous 

Peoples 
 
 
 
 

“No relationship is more important to me and to 
Canada than the one with Indigenous Peoples. It 

is time for a renewed, nation-to-nation 
relationship with Indigenous Peoples, based on 
recognition of rights, respect, co-operation, and 

partnership. “ 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

 November 12, 2015 



 

The Two Row Wampum - one of the oldest treaty 
relationships between the First Peoples of Turtle Island 

(North America) and European immigrants… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TREATY MAP SLIDE 
 

A Brief History of Canada… 



 
 
 

Pathway to Canada Target 1 

• Canada’s attempt to respond to Aichi Target 11 

• Terrestrial 17% and Marine 10% by 2020 

• Established the Indigenous Circle of Experts (ICE) 

• Brought the concept of Indigenous Protected & 
Conserved Areas (IPCAs) into Canada 

• Indigenous-led conservation  
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We Rise Together 
Indigenous Protected and 

Conserved Areas 

We Rise Together 
Achieving Pathway to Canada Target 1  

Through the creation of Indigenous  

Protected and Conserved Areas in the  

spirit and practice of reconciliation 

The ICE Report – March 2018 



 

IPCAs offer a mechanism for Indigenous Peoples to 
exercise traditional responsibilities and methods of 

governance, authority, and on-the-land 
management /stewardship practices that have 
supported the ecological integrity of Canada's 

environment, species and biodiversity since time 
immemorial 



 

With IPCAs, size doesn't matter. It is about 
the Nation-led identification of areas of 

importance that require protection - for any 
number of reasons 

 
 
 
 

These efforts must be tied to a broader 
vision of conservation, one that looks 
beyond the 2020 targets, towards a 

sustainable vision of the environment for 
future generations 



 

There is growing support across Canada for the 
establishment of IPCAs and the recognition that 
such initiatives require adequate resourcing and 

capacity to achieve conservation outcomes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is growing recognition on the part of FPT 
governments that IPCAs are an essential piece to 

achieving Canada's 2020 conservation targets and 
beyond 
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Current Levels of Protection: 

Terrestrial 10.5%  
Marine 7.9% 



 

IPCAs can be multi-faceted and multi-use 
spaces that allow for co-governance and co-

management of the land and resources in 
such a way that can meet the needs of all 

interested parties 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IPCAs are reconciliation in practice: 
reconciliation with the land, environment, 
Mother Earth, with one another and with 

governments 



 

Edehzhie Dehcho IPCA 
October 11, 2018 



The Edéhzhíe Indigenous Protected Area will conserve 
14,249 square kilometres of boreal forest and will be jointly 

managed by the Dehcho and Canada 



Pimachiowin Aki World 
Heritage Site 
July 2018 
• Almost 30,000 km square 
• One of the world’s few 

UNESCO Heritage Sites 
recognizing both natural 
and cultural values 



 

 
Gwaii Haanas National Park & 
Marine Conservation Area  
 
 
 
• Over 1400 square 

kilometers 
• Management Plan was 

signed 4 days ago focused 
on: 
• Culture 
• Conservation  
• Sustainable Use 
• Working Together 



 

“Since time immemorial, 
Indigenous Peoples in Canada 

have been diligent and ingenious 
cultivators of biological diversity 

through advanced economic 
practices that were founded on 

natural law. Indigenous 
economies followed Indigenous 
worldviews, which understand 

that human systems are a part of, 
and must remain in balance with, 

ecosystems. The outcome and 
effect of these worldviews and 

economic practices was 
abundant, thriving biological 

diversity.”  
ICE Report – March 2018 


