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GYBN is 
Global network of individuals and youth organizations active on biodiversity 

International coordination platform for youth participation in the CBD  

COMMITMENTS 

 Voice young people’s perspectives and positions and advocate for the rights of future generations within the biodiversity policy arena 

 Build a global biodiversity movement that pushes for societal change to halt the loss of biodiversity  

 Raise awareness, build capacities among and strengthen partnerships and collaboration between youth communities and organizations  

Empowering youth to lead the shift that will enable society to live in harmony with nature  



Around the world 

What we do 

Our members and member 

organizations engage in 

several biodiversity 

conservation activities: 

 

Awareness raising & 

campaigning, capacity 

building, education and 

research, conservation, 

lobby & policy 

Covering a very diverse 

range of topics:  

 

agriculture, forests, 

marine, poverty & 

development, climate 

change, wetlands, 

protected areas, 

wildlife 



Who are we? 

Source: UN 



What are we facing? 

Environmental degradation 



Pressure over resources 

Overconsumption 
overproduction 



Unequal distribution of 

benefits and bearing of 

costs 



Violence and oppression 

Beatriz Aurora 



Source: UN 

Most affected group 



Marginalization from 

decision-making process 



Dismissed and discredited 



Cheated with quick fixes 

and distraction tactics 

 

Gap between rhetoric and 

practice  



What future we want? 



Resilient 



Reaction  



2006- 

2010 
2010 2011 2012 



Mainstreaming Biodiversity through 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT & MOBILIZATION 

 

VIBRANT YOUTH MOVEMENT FOR BIODIVERSITY 
 

Young people mobilized and organized at the national and regional levels 
spearheading conservation, lobbying, outreach, communication, capacity 

building and other activities to support the work of the CBD and the work 
of local governments with their NBSAPs, push for stronger commitments 

beyond 2020 and ensure socio-environmental rights are respected 

 
 





CBD IN A NUTSHELL 

Lauch 2nd Edition 
Side event 
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2019 

2019 
TBC 

2018 

2018 

76 Countries 

184 Leaders 



• 10 mini workshops in 10 Schools with a total of 800 

participants 



What we want? 



BOTTOM-UP YOUTH-LED CULTURE 

 

Back to our origins 
GoLocal: “Think globally, act locally” Solutions for global complex issues will happen at the community and municipal level. They will 

be the main protagonists of the mindset shift we need in our culture in order to live in harmony with biodiversity 

 

Togetherness within diversity: Different voices speaking for a shared vision 

 

We are biodiversity: We are intrinsically connected to our land, our environment, our nature. We are part of biodiversity and 

biodiversity is part of us.   

 

 

 

 



 

 To celebrate all everchanging forms of life, with its 
history, meanings, relationships and functions, 

coexisting and evolving together within the limits 
of our planet dentro. 



 Ensure that the integrity of biodiversity and ecosystems functions is a fundamental human right 

 Address it in the post 2020 global biodiversity framework as a cross cutting theme across all targets, but also, 
through a stand alone goal on Socio-environmental justice through minority empowerment (women, IPLCs and 
youth) 

 Develop synergies with international governance on human rights and other UN processes 

 Develop an action plan with concrete milestones for implementation and provisions for monitoring and 
reporting, as well as capacity building and awareness raising.    

KEY PRIORITIES FOR POST 2020 

 



 

STRATEGIC ACTIONS 
 

 

Alliance building: Provide an global coordination platform for youth and biodiversity, support national chapters, regional networks, strengthen 

and build partnerships, facilitate collaboration and project development 

Empowerment and capacity development: Organize workshops, webinars, dialogues to build capacity, provide mentorship  

Policy Advocacy: Global Youth Consultation on Post 2020, and national mobilization 

Outreach & communication: Online campaigns, actions and social media presence 

Information, knowledge & experience sharing: Development of publications, infographics and capacity building toolkits 

 

 

 



“At the beginning I thought I was fighting to save the 
rubber trees, then I thought I was saving the Amazon 

Forest.  
Now I know I am fighting for humanity.“ 

 
 

Chico Mendes (1944-1988) 
Brazilian union leader and environmental activist tmurdered by 

ranchers 

 



Thank you!! 




