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Background of the CBD

Opened for signature in Rio in 1992  (the Rio "Earth 

Summit"). 



The Convention on 

Biological Diversity 

(CBD)
1992- The CBD is an international legally-
binding treaty

196 Parties to date

2003 Cartagena Protocol

2010 Nagoya - Kuala Lumpur and 
Supplementary Protocol on Liability and 
Redress to the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety 

2010 Nagoya Protocol ABS
69 Parties to date (Febr.2015)



Objectives of the 

Convention 

(Article 1)

• Conservation of biological diversity

• Sustainable use of its components

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits
arising out of the utilization of genetic
resources

The Convention is a treaty for 
sustainable development



Terms 

(Article 2)

Biological Diversity

“the variability among living
organisms from all sources
including, inter alia, terrestrial,
marine and other aquatic
ecosystems and the ecological
complexes of which they are part;
this includes diversity within
species, between species and of
ecosystems.”



CBD- Institutional 

Framework

CONFERENCE OF THE 
PARTIES (COP)

AD HOC OPEN-ENDED
WORKING

GROUP ON ARTICLE 
8(J)

SUBSIDIARY BODY ON 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL
AND TECHNOLOGICAL 

ADVICE (SBSTTA)

SUBSIDIARY BODY ON 
IMPLEMENTATION (SBI)

SECRETARIAT 

Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Nagoya 

Protocol on Access and 
Benefit-sharing (NP COP MOP)

COMPLIANCE

COMMITTEE
(decision NP-1/4)



Secretariat of the CBD

• The Secretariat of the Convention on
Biological Diversity was established
(Article 24) to support the goals of
the Convention. Its principal
functions are to prepare for, and
service, meetings of the
Conferences of the Parties (COP)
and other subsidiary bodies of the
Convention, and to coordinate with
other relevant international bodies.

• The Secretariat is institutionally
linked to the United Nations
Environment Programme, its host
institution and, pursuant to decision
II/19, is located in Montreal, Canada
since 1996



Conference of the Parties 

(COP)-CBD

The Conference of the Parties is the governing body of the
Convention, and advances implementation of the Convention through
the decisions it takes at its biennial meetings.

To date the Conference of the Parties has held 12 ordinary meetings, and 
one extraordinary meeting 



Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

Technical and Technological 

Advice (SBSTTA)

Article 25 of the Convention on Biological Diversity establishes an open-ended

intergovernmental scientific advisory body known as the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,

Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) to provide the Conference of the Parties

(COP) and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies, with timely advice relating to the

implementation of the Convention.

Under the authority of and in accordance with guidelines laid down by the Conference of 

the Parties, and upon its request, this body shall:

(a) Provide scientific and technical assessments of the status of biological diversity;

(b) Prepare scientific and technical assessments of the effects of types of 

measures taken in accordance with the provisions of this Convention;

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art technologies and know-how 

relating to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and advise on 

the ways and means of promoting development and/or transferring such technologies;

(d) Provide advice on scientific programmes and international cooperation in research 

and development related to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; 

and

(e) Respond to scientific, technical, technological and methodological questions that 

the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put to the body.



Subsidiary Body on 

Implementation (SBI)

• Review relevant information on progress in the

implementation, including provision of support for

implementation, as well as strategic plans etc.

• Assist COP in preparing decisions to enhance

implementation, strengthen mechanisms and identify and

overcome obstacles

• Review impacts and effectiveness of existing Convention

processes to increase efficiencies

• Perform other functions determined by the COP



KEY AREAS SBSTTA  SBI 

Assessments  GBO

 Specific assessments/studies

 Review IPBES deliverables

 Awareness-raising 

 Effectiveness of Convention

 Financial resource assessment 

Review  of 

implementation

 Scientific assessment of 

implementation

 Focus on outcomes

 Review in implementation 

 NBSAPs, national targets

 Means of implementation

Guidance  Science, assessments on 

effectiveness of measures 

 Measures on scientific and 

technical topics

 To overcome obstacles 

 Means of implementation

 Financial resource mobilization

 Tech. & scientific coop. and cap. bldg.

 Cooperation and partnerships 

Technical and 

scientific 

needs and 

cooperation

 Scientific and tech needs  

 Intern. cooperation in R&D

 Technologies and know-how

 Ways & means tech. transfer

 Further guidance for measures

 Tech. & scientific cooperation CHM  

 Progress in tech. transfer

Operations  Efficiency of structures & processes

Protocols  Determined by MOPs  Enabled by the SBI TOR & MOPs



Conference of the Parties serving 

as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Nagoya Protocol on Access and 

Benefit-sharing

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Protocol shall

keep under regular review the implementation of this Protocol and shall make,

within its mandate, the decisions necessary to promote its effective

implementation. It shall perform the functions assigned to it by this Protocol and shall:

(a) Make recommendations on any matters necessary for the implementation of this

Protocol;

(b) Establish such subsidiary bodies as are deemed necessary for the implementation

of this Protocol;

(c) Seek and utilize, where appropriate, the services and cooperation of, and information

provided by, competent international organizations and intergovernmental and non-

governmental bodies;

(d) Establish the form and the intervals for transmitting the information to be submitted in

accordance with Article 29 of this Protocol and consider such information as well as

reports submitted by any subsidiary body;

(e) Consider and adopt, as required, amendments to this Protocol and its Annex, as well as

any additional annexes to this Protocol, that are deemed necessary for the

implementation of this Protocol; and

(f) Exercise such other functions as may be required for the implementation of this

Protocol.



First meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on 

Access and Benefit-sharing (COP-MOP)

Adopted:
•the Strategic Framework for Capacity Building
•Awareness-raising Strategy,
•modalities for the operation of the ABS Clearing-house and a reporting format
•Guidelines for submitting an interim national report under the Nagoya Protocol.
•A road map for the discussions on the need for and modalities of a global multilateral
benefit-sharing mechanism.
•procedures and mechanisms to promote compliance with the Nagoya Protocol



Conference of the Parties serving 

as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Nagoya Protocol on Access and 

Benefit-sharing

 15 members nominated by Parties and elected by the COP-MOP on 

the basis of three members from each of the five regional groups of the 

United Nations.

 In addition, two representatives of indigenous and local communities 

(ILC) are elected to serve as observers. (list https://www.cbd.int/doc/lists/np-compliance.pdf )

 The Committee can receive submissions from any Party with respect to 

itself, any Party with respect to another Party, and the COP-MOP.

 The Committee may also examine a situation where a Party fails to

submit its national report under Article 29 of the Protocol or where

information indicates that a Party is faced with difficulties complying with

its obligations under the Protocol as well as systemic issues of general

non-compliance.

Compliance Committee  (decision NP-1/4)

https://www.cbd.int/doc/lists/np-compliance.pdf


Strategy for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 and the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets

Vision: Living in harmony with nature. 

By 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored
and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services,
sustaining a healthy planet and delivering benefits
essential for all people.”

Mission Take effective and urgent action to halt
the loss of biodiversity in order to ensure that by
2020 ecosystems are resilient and continue to
provide essential services, thereby securing the
planet’s variety of life, and contributing to human
well-being, and poverty eradication

20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets organized under 5 
Strategic Goals

Implementation mechanisms



Aichi Nagoya Targets
Strategic goal A. Address the underlying causes of 

biodiversity loss 

Target 1: By 2020, People are aware of the values of

biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use it

sustainably.

Target 2: By 2020, biodiversity values are integrated into

national and local development and poverty reduction strategies

and planning processes and national accounts …

Target 3: By 2020, incentives, including subsidies, harmful to

biodiversity are eliminated, phased out or reformed …….

Target 4: By 2020, Governments, business and stakeholders

have plans for sustainable production and consumption and

keep the impacts resource use within safe ecological limits.

Strategic goal B. Reduce the direct pressures on

biodiversity and promote sustainable use

Target 5: By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats,

including forests, is at least halved and where feasible brought

close to zero, and degradation and fragmentation is significantly

reduced.

Target 6: By 2020 all stocks managed and harvested

sustainably, so that overfishing is avoided …….

Target 7: By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and

forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring conservation of

biodiversity.

Target 8: By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients,

has been brought to levels that are not detrimental to ecosystem

function and biodiversity.

Target 9: By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are

identified and prioritized, priority species are controlled or

eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to

prevent their introduction and establishment.

Target 10: By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on

coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems impacted by

climate change or ocean acidification are minimized, so as to

maintain their integrity and functioning.

Strategic goal C: To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding

ecosystems, species and genetic diversity

Target 11: By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and

10 per cent of coastal and marine areas are conserved through systems of

protected areas…...

Target 12: By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species has been

prevented and their conservation status, particularly of those most in decline,

has been improved and sustained.

Target 13: By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and

domesticated animals and of wild relatives is maintained,

Strategic goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and

ecosystem services

Target 14: By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services,

including services are restored and safeguarded,

Target 15: By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity

to carbon stocks has been enhanced, through conservation and restoration,

including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems,

Target 16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefits

Sharing is in force and operational

Strategic goal E. Enhance implementation through participatory

planning, knowledge management and capacity building

Target 17: By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a policy

instrument, and has commenced implementing an effective, participatory and

updated NBSAP.

Target 18: By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations and

practices of indigenous and local communities and their customary

use, are respected.

Target 19: By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating

to biodiversity, its values, functioning, status and trends, and the

consequences of its loss, are improved, widely shared and transferred, and

applied.

Target 20: By 2020, the mobilization of financial resources for effectively

implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sources,,

should increase substantially .



Mid-term assessment of 

progress towards the 

implementation of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 



National Biodiversity 

Strategies and Action 

Plans (NBSAPs)

National Biodiversity Strategies and Action

Plans (NBSAPs) are the principal instruments

for implementing the Convention at the

national level (Article 6).

The Convention requires countries to prepare a

national biodiversity strategy (or equivalent

instrument) and to ensure that this strategy is

mainstreamed into the planning and activities

of all those sectors whose activities can have

an impact (positive and negative) on

biodiversity.

https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/default.shtml

https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/default.shtml


National Reports

Article 26. Reports

Each Contracting Party shall, at intervals to be 

determined by the Conference of the Parties, 

present to the Conference of the Parties, 

reports on measures which it has taken for 

the implementation of the provisions of this 

Convention and their effectiveness in meeting 

the objectives of this Convention.

In decision X/10, the Conference of the Parties

requested Parties to submit their fifth national

report by 31 March 2014, as an important

source of information for a mid-term review of

progress towards the implementation of

the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and

progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

The fifth national reports have also contributed to

the development of the edition of the Global

Biodiversity Outlook (GBO)

https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12276
https://www.cbd.int/sp/sp2010p/
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/


Thank you

Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological 

Diversity

World Trade Centre

413 St. Jacques street, Suite 800

Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9

Tel. 1 (514) 288 2220

secretariat@cbd.int 

www.cbd.int


